
♦ 

FEDERAL BUREAU Ut ll\-vt,-i 1 lu/vi iwjn 



VIOLA LIUZZO MURDER 

PART 4 OF 14 

FILE NUMBER : 44-28601 



D 





/ 



please see that these men are 
well reprimanded since up to now 
the Klu Klux have not known to 
be penalised for their burning 
crosses and defacement, and Incite 
ments and barbaric and • 



Appreciat 



Yonkera -2- NY 



Mr- Tolaun 1 
"Mr. Bclmol 
Mr. Mohr 

/Mr. Ca*p*r . 

Mr. Cnllahaft ^ui 

Mr. Con ml. 

Mc/JMt 




SulUfaul 
Mi T«vtl_ 
Mrs. Trotter. 
Tele. Rooi 
Min Holmet. 
MUa Gandy_ 
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l 4 OAPittO«85 



ST-105 
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FBI 
Dat«: 



4/1/65 



Transmit th« following In 
AIRTSL 



{Typ* im plaim t#*i or cod*) 



Via 



(Priority) 



r j 

i 



V 



Is Enclosed for the Bureau are original and seven copies of a / n ^ 
-rl latt^noH ^^moraQdum reflecting details of information O 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: ^ SAC, DETROIT (44-643) 

\K EUGENE THOMAS; 
\ \ ET ALj, 

» viola°l: 



1 



.IUZZO*, aka. ; 
LEH0Y JEROME L 110TON - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 
(00: MOBILE (SELMA) . 



Re report of SA 



. 16-1 




at Detroit, dated 4/1/65. 



letterhead 
received onf | by SA 
in captioned matter. 




from 



Also enclosed is one cop* each of letterhead memorandum for 
Birmingham and Mobile* l^rg$ 



3 - Bureau (Enc.-8) (AMSD) 
2 - Birmingham (Enc.rl) 

2 - Mobile (Selua) (44<?1245) (Eac.-l) 

3 - Detroit. . . - . 




/ 1 OnAV 



RHF/vas 
(10) 



/fir 



J 



APR >T 1965 



>9 



7 
§ 

9 -f 



Approved: 



Sent 



(i 0 MAY f , r?8Wf• ,,, ^ Ch "" 
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UNITED STATES ^ ,"ERNMENT 

Memorandum 





date: 



4/2/oT 



subject: 



® 




EUGENE THOMAS; 
ET AL Q 



VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, aka; 
LEROY JEROME^kOTON -VICTIMS 



•v 





■» 



'1 



4 



. - , l CR - EL. 

■ - _ •-„■ .- - ; •" • •■ ' ■ "* " • "' 

?■ .V.t Reference report of SA 
4/1/65, at Mobile (Selma).* 

Enclosed for the Bureau are five (5) copies of 
referenced report. No dissemination is being made to 
the USA, Montgomery; Departmental Attorney, Montgomery; 
- or USA, Birmingham, until such time as the Bureau * 

furnishes authority to do so. 

\&- Bureau (Enc- 5) 
1 — Birmingham 
1 - Mobile (Selma) 
JAS/mjr 
(4) 



/ 



„ _ ££j ^ 



» V 

'* y . 
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X 



G0MAY111 



» - *' 






J| Mr. THirti 

\\ Mr. n- Hv» n | 



FB I 

Dat#: 4/2/65r 



Transmit th# following in 
Via AIRTEL 



(Type i* plaintext or code) 

AIR MAIL 



(Priority) 




I 



TO: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



FROM: SAC, DETROIT (44-643) 

6) 

EUGENE THOMAS : 
ET ALrft 

VIOLA tlUZZO, aka; 

ET AL - VICTIMS 

CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 



Re report of SA 
Detroit. 





dated 4/1/65, at ^ 



Investigative period of referenced report should 
be shorn 3/26/65 through 4/1/65. 

Bureau 
1 - Birmingham (Info) 
1 - Mobile (44-1245) (Info) 
. 1 - Detroit 
UFC/sh 

(6) 



■0- 



EX-IOI 



1 





".WW'* 



I - < - 1 . > / . 



FBI 



3/27/65 



Transmit th« following in — 



i \ 



Via 



AIRTEL 



(Typt >* pi«M«xl or co<UJ 



— | ' 



(Priority) 



n 



FROM: 



SAC, FHXLAD 



SUBJECTS V WILLIAM, ORVU.LE^EATON; 




;(44-NEW) 



*w * . TV 



EUGENH>THO 
*' GARY THO 



COLLIE LEHp 
MRS. VIOLA 
CR 




INS, JR.; 
IUZZO - VICTIM; 





following Information via telephone to SA 
at Philadelphia. 



has Just returned from participating in 
the 50 mile voters inarch from Selma to Montgomery, Ala. 

un j/£;/g?, aupi-ojuLina^exy y p.m. ui>T, wnne arxving nis 
car on Highway #60 from Montgomery to Selma, he was stopped l O 
for allegedly speedins^h^three or four cars of Alabama x 
State Police (ASP) .^TagrM^itwaa stopped on about the 
last mile of th^^^^Lane highway leadln^ou^^^jlontTOrn^^ 
towar^^glji^Jj^ by^flPPHBHHHpr 

su^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^m all of unrecalled addresses 

In Philadelphia, Pa. * \ * 

While the ASP were questioning him* the all suddenly 
umpeo-in their automobiles and sped away in a hurry, leaving 
and his friends alone .^Ir^bout 15 minutes all of the 
| £SP cars returned and escort edf^ g^^to Selma, where he paid 
0 Q eyyJctfS fine and was rftleased.l i-has Delaware drivers 

license #203311. _ I • v i .- B '■: ^ 

' • - < / 




; 3 - Bureau 
,1 - Birmingham (info)' . 
• Xv - no Dixe ( j.nx o ) 
1 - Baltimore (Info) 

- 1 - Philadelphia' (44-new) 
GLTTJp" 

(7) 

Approved: 




* ' MAR 29 1965 1 



32 




S«ot 



M Per 




tp>* ''..v v s^ .'r 





r. 



Neither ^ W or hia aasociatea saw or heard 
anything of value regarding captioned matter. - ftlltLOC IT 'a aid 
he was furnishing thla Information In the event their presence 
on highway #80 may posaibly be of some value to the FBI. 

t *A>- • Above furnlahed> for-llnfonnatlon.. - .;. , v >. > 

• •- . v • a^t-C- . . V ' "'•*^;^.: < . • ' ,• . "•• - ' 

- ■> ^ n . ■ ■ *• • ■ ' r ^ » 

• i ■ * * . _ • r . « * ■ \* # v * 
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Memorandum to Mr* Belmont 
RE: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. 




In this connection, it is noted that the subjects were released 
on bond by the U. S. Commissioner and a preliminary hearing has been 
tentatively set for 4/15/65* The Department has indicated that a 
Federal Grand Jury is tentatively scheduled for 4/5/65 which would 
eliminate the necessity for a U. S. Commissioner's hearing which 
would result in exposing the informant. The state grand jury is 
reportedly set for 4/19/65. . 



2 



TO 



SUBJECT 



UNITED STATES C ERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. Roseij^ 

/ / 



from : C. L. McGoyiuv 



EUGENRTHOMAS, ET AL 
VIOLAHiuZZO - VICTIM 
CR;EI» 



datc: April I, 1965 
I - Mr, Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
I - Mr. Hines 
1 - Mr. Leavitt 



Ca*v* — 
Contwi 

r<n 

Goto 



Tmt 

Trotter 

T»U. Root 
Hoi*** — 



n 




At 1A*HA n 



from Birmingham ana advised Extr4-Duty Supervisor Thomas W. 
Leavitt that Departmental Attorney St,, John Barrett had informed 
him that subpoenasfjffould be issued ^^2^65, fo r the followin 

poenas would lie delivered to the U* S # Marshal on 4-^ r 65, to f^)A 
be served that day calling for their appearance before grand jury O /rf 
on Mondav. 4-5-65. / 

4 

Inspector McGovern advised a teletype containing / 
this information being submitted. 



ACTION: 



None ... for information. 



, TWLrhw > 



> 4 AFr. 1 ? ? 



sec- BP' 



1> 



t | AT 

Jaw 




9 W - t ?! 



v 



Q APR 2 1965 




0 



J), t OtPARTOENT OF AOTICC 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 




| Mr. T^' oti 



( l*r T if . 



FBI AIL ANT A 

8l!4/ PM EST URGENT 3-31-65 TOS 

TO lflRECTOR, MOBILE (SELMA), AND BALTIMORE. 

FROM ATLANTA (44-1765) 




4 



EUGENE THOMAS; ETAL{ VIOLA GREG 



A 



UZZO, AKA; LEROY JEROME 




'_ MOT ON - VICTIMS. CR - EL. 



'V 



RE MOBILE TEL THIS DATE TO ATLANTA AS FOLLOWSt 
SCLC, SELMA, ALA., HAS ADVISED THAT SCLC RECORDS RELAJING^O 
THE SELMA - MONTGOMERY MARCH, MARCH TWENTYONE - TWENTYFI VE, LAST^» 
WERE TRANSFERRED MARCH THIRTY LAST FROM SELMA TO SCLC HEADQUARTERS, 
THREE THREE FOUR AUBURN AVE., ATLANTA, GA. 

ATLANTA IS REQUESTED TO SECURE ACCESS TO THESE RECORDS 
IMMEDIATELY FOR THE PURPOSE OF LOCATING ANY DOCUMENTATION 
PERTINENT TO THE USE OF MRS. VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO'S AUTOMOBILE 
BY SCLC IN CONNECTION WITH THE SELMA - MONTGOMERY MARCH DURING 
THE PERIOD THAT SHE WAS IN SELMA. THIS VEHICLE IS A NINETEEN 
SIXTYTHREE OLDSMOBILE EIGHTYEIGHT REGISTERED TO ANTHONY J. LIUZZO, 
E NINE THREE SEVEN FIVE MARLOWE, DETROIT, MICH., NINETEEN i 
vFIVEfolflENSE E J NINE ONE SEVEN sR^Rw s '/ Y &4/ 'jh > 



HI 91985 



A - ill APR Z 1965 



& 

•7 





PAGE TWO 

SCLC INDICATES THAT THERE SHOULD BE A RECORD RE OWNERSHIP 
OF LIUZZO'S VEHICLE AND AN AUTHORIZATION TO USE OF THE AUTOMOBILE 
PROBABLY A CARD. THERE SHOULD BE SHEETS DESCRIBING THE USE, 
CONTAINING ENTRIES SUCH AS DATE OF USE, TIME LEFT AND RETURNED, 
PERSONS TRANSPORTED, AND POSSIBLY PURCHASE DATA AS TO GASOLINE AND 
OTHER SUPPLIES* ANY RECORDS REFLECTING THE USE OF THE LIUZZO 
VEHICLE OR MRS. LIUZZO'S ACTIVITIES WHILE IN SELMA OR PARTICIPATING 
IN THE SCLC PROGRAM SHOULD BE SECURED, THE PERSONS WHO CAN TESTIFY 
TO THE RECORDS SHOULD BE IDENTIFIED, AND THIS INFO SHOULD 8E 
INCORPORATED IN FD - THREE ZERO TWO'S 

AND TRANSMITTED IMMEDIATELY TO THE MOBILE DIVISION AT SELMA 
SINCE AT THE PRESENT TIME THERE ARE INDICATIONS THE GRAND JURY 
WILL HEAR THIS MATTER APRIL FIVE NEXT. 

RANDOLPH BLACKWELL, PROGRAM DIRECTOR, SCLC, ATLANTA, 
CONTACTED ON TWO OCCASIONS THIS DATE. STATES HE COULD LOCATE NO 
RECORDS PERTAINING, TO INSTANT SIXTYTHREE OLDSMOBILE REGISTERED 
TO ANTHONY J. LIUZZO. BLACKWELL SUGGESTS CONTACT BE HAD WITH 
MR. H06EA WILLIAMS, SCLC DIRECTOR OF POLITICAL EDUCATION, WHO 
TND PAGE TWO 



PAGE THREE 

IS BELIEVED TO HAVE IN HIS PERSONAL POSSESSION PERTINENT RECORD: 
AND PAPERS IF ANY SUCH RECORDS EXIST*. BtACKWELL STATES WILLIAMS 
IN BALTIMORE, MARYLAND UNTIL APRIL FIVE NEXT AND CAN BE CONTACTED 
AT LORD BALTIMORE HOTEL WERE SCLC IS HOLDING BOARD CONFERENCE, 
COMMENCING APRIL ONE NEXT. ALL STAFF OFFICIALS OF SCLC OTHER THAN 
BLACK WELL ALREADY IN BALTIMORE AND NO INFO AVAILABLE SCLC ATLANTA 
REGARDING RECORDS SHIPPED FROM SELMA ON MARCH THIRTY LAST. 
BALTIMORE LOCATE 

" - 'ivwwn XW UUiT^L I ANCfc. 

WITH MOBILE TELETYPE, SET FORTH. 
END 

WA...JRL 
FBI WASH DC 

j 

3N MFH 

FBI SELMA ALA 



BA 

CRT R At Tn 
INITIALS SRRY 

■ 

•A FJM 
91 BALTO 



U. 1 UFF/WVGiT Or WSTW 

GUW1IGATI0NS SECTION] 



MAR 2 6 1965 UN 



f F3I WASH DC. 

t ■ - - • 



F3I 5IRMGHAW 



l033Pf! CST ifRGENT 3-26-65 HEP 
TO DI.1EOTOR AND M03ILE CSELMA) 
FROM BIRMINGHAM (44-1236) IP 



Mr. TnfFoi» _ 
Mr. IM»Ti'int, 
Mr. Br.»hr._ 



Mr. P»- 1. o •>■•!». 

Mr. I w v r 

Mr. f :J*r» ,m..„, 

Mr. 'V:n-a,| 

Mr. Grte,_ 
Mr. J§»ai 

Mr. 

Mr. ffevai 

Mr, *^U.T_ 

Mips /' : iug 

Mis* Candy. 





EUGENE THOMAS; ET A 

LEROY JER0ME~KOTpfl - VICTIMS, CR - EL. 




VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA MRS. ANTHONY J. LIUZZO; 



RE BIRMINGHAM TELS TODAY. j 
SUBJECTS THOMAS, EATON, ROVE RELEASED ON 30ND FROM JEFFERSON 

COUNTY JAIL, BIRMINGHAM, NINE EIGHTEEN PM, MARCH TWENTYSIX. 30ND 

ARRANGED 3Y ATTORNEY MATT MURPHY. 

BOND HAD ALSO BEEN ARRANGED FOR SUBJECT WILKINS, HOWEVER, HE 

WAS MOT RELEASED SINCE USM RECEIVED TODAY PrS&^N VIOLATORS 

WARRADO.N-WIUINS IN CONNECTION- FEDERAL FIREARMS ACT VIOLATION, 




VDA. WILKINS PRESENTLY BEING HELD ON PR03A 



OLfoTORS 



END 
LRA 

T WASH DC 





i y . - 




• w 

* FBI WASH DC* 




i) 



CGMMUNIUMi, 



- - - • ■»* 



FBI 



MAR 2 6 



SELMA ALA 



5 1 07 PM GST 3/26/65 URGENT TAT 

* 

TOt director and sac, wfo 

'i * ~ - ... 

FRO (ft SAC* MOBILE < SELMA) (44-1245) 





EUGENE THOMASJ WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON J COLLIE LEROY 

C" WILKINSl GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR.* 

/ft 




VIOLA'LIUZZO* AKA MRS. ANTHONY klUZZOJ LEROY JEROME MOTOj 

» • - « • 

DASH VICTIMS* CR - EL. \ 7 ^ 3 " / 

RE WFO TEL THIS DATE. \J ] - / 

ALABAMA MVD RECORDS REFLECT NINETEEN SIXTYFIVE ALABAMA / ~ / 
LICENSE THREE DASH ONE FOUR NINE FIVE ONE ISSUED^^^^ / 6 ^ f 



I 






FOR NINETEEN SIXTY CORVAIR. SINCE SUBJECTS HAVE 
BEEN IDENTIFIED NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED AS 
THIS INCIDENT APPEARS UNRELATED TO . THIS CASE. LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES ^D . MILITARY INTELLIGENCE* MONTGOMERY* ADVISED 

• \ ■ ; 



OF INCIDENT. 



END AND ACX 

» « r . 

WA ■ . BMS 



I 



3 "M" 30 196J 



. . • * 







CONWUHICATWKS SECTWTl 

wyi 1965 

^ELETYPE 



FBI WASH DC 



FBI SELMA ALA 



6:49914 CST URGENT 4-2-63 MFM 
TO DIE ECTOR 

FROM MOBILE (SELMA) (44-1245) 



A 




EUGEN& THOMAS; ET AL; VIOLA GREGG LIU; 



AKA; LEROY JEROME 



0 - 




MOTON DASH VICTIMS. CR DASH EL. 
T* "'* CD ■ 

• SUMMARY TELETYPE. 

" « — : „, 

INVESTIGATION AT SELMA AND MONTGOMERY, ALA., APRIL TWO 
SIXTYFIVE 'CONCENTRATED ON INTERVIEWS WITH INDIVIDUALS WHO HAD 
PARTICIPATED IN THE KLAN CADE AT MONTGOMERY, MARCH TWENTYONE LAST 
AND INDIVIDUALS WHO WERE REGARDED AS KEY 1IGURES IN THE FORMER 
KLAN ORGANIZATIONS IN THE MONTGOMERY AND SELMA AREAS. J NO 
SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS WERE FORTH COMING AS A REAULT OF THE 

SCt 15 . / f , 

KLAN TYPE INTERVIEWS IN CONNECTION WITH THIS CASE. y<f — £ Vft/?/- 
PREPARATION. FOR GRAND JURY. m ^ mmm — 

DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY, ST. „ J QHH BARRETT AND JIM TAYL#f?? §L®& 
ADVISED APRIL" TWO SIXTYFIVE THAT IN CONNECTION WITH GRAND JURY ATTTTE 
FIVE NEXT THEY WOULD REtfULRE IAS" WITNESSES *THE FOLLOWING BUREAU 



PERSONNEL. 
END PAGE ONE 

58 AP3 13 19 



t. 



» 4 * 





PAGE TWO 




SULLIVAN* 



ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE TELEPHONIC ALLY WITH BUREAU FOR 

PRESENCE OF^^^f; TELEPHONIC ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE FOR 

BIRMINGHAM PERSONNEL; PERSONNEL IN MOBILE DIVISION WILL APPEAR 

a<? RFoiiFSTirn. aii UTTNirQQire nsTMirn mcpitc^adv awn tuktp appfapam/t 

DESIRABLE. UACB DEPARTMENTAL REQUEST WILL BE HONORED* 
END. 

WA OMS 

FBI WASH. DC 
TU CLR 



I _ 



Anril I.' 19C5 



PERSONAL 



i 



Ic**' 

>Loach 
*i\t«# — 
"V. titan 

• *M 

•Jul* — 
Faval 

r*ie. r 

Hotm«s 





I want to express appreciation for the invaluable 
assistance you recently rendered in a matter of Interest to this 
Bureau* 

I can assure you that your outstanding spirit of 
Cooperation and the aid you furnished mean a great deal to my 
associates and me. U is only through civic-minded help such 
as you afforded in this instance that the FBI is able to adequately 
discharge the responsibilities entrusted to it. I would not want 
the opportunity to pass without extending the heartfelt thanks of 
all of us. 



MAILED 6 

APR 2 -1965 

COMM-FBI 



Sincerely yours. 

_ J. Edgar Hoover 




1 - Birmingham 




CD 



O 



o 



NOTE: See Rosen to Belmont memorandum dated 3-30^65gcaHb;oned 
'T SuffenffihQma3 5 William Or ville^a ton, Collie L^r oy^Witkinsy Gary 
-T ^oma a^kowe . Jr. ; Vioia'Lhizzo - Vic tim, Leroy Jerom^Mbton- Vic tin 
Civil Rights; Election Laws * '^■HR LS not identiTiaBIelirBufiles. 





s 



0 




TELETYPE UNIT 

76 



4^ 

SW™ APRI53196S 




^ESnGATT^ 




This is the case concerning the shoot- j 
ing of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo in Lowndes County, ' 
Alabama, on the night ot 3-25-65. Four 
subjects have been arrested and charged 
under the Federal Civil Rights Statutes, and 
i„ kainif nfOQpnt <»H to a. Federal 

uw uiauci is usuie f» ~* — 

Grand Jury at Montgomery beginning 4-5-65. 



; 1 





i ' 



JWH:hw 



I . • ■ 




f 



■ v 1 





F3 I 7 ASH DC 



^ fEDOUL BURBW OF WEST^TWI 



FBI SELMA ALA 



COMMUNICATIONS SCCT 1 ™ ^ 

MAR 26 196 

TELETYP 




HOLD FOR TWO MESS PLS t 
FBI 3 ELBA ALA 



Ifr. IMtnon 
Mr. Vfrjf 

Mr. fxxptr 
Mr. Cnllalu 
Mr* Conru 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. G«V>. 

Mft 

Tavd^ 
Mil Trottei 

Room 
Mfsa Hohm 
Jttisa Gandj 



A4:37AMCST URGENT 3-26-65 MFH 
TO DIRECTOR 

FROM MOBILE C SELMA) (44-NEW) 



w ■ 



UNS \S%3: VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA MRS, ANTHONY LIUZZO DASH VICTIM; 

-\ ytt ~ 

LBROY JiSROMt *!OTON DASH VICTIM. CR DASH EL. 



1 -\ 




^lOTO^ANO LIUZZO INVOLVED IN CIVIL RIGHTS MARCH, MONTGQM 
ALA., MARCH TWENTY FIVE LAST. * \. > S 

M OT ON \ EMPLOYED AS BARBER, SELMA, ALA., HOWEVER WAS Cp-" 

« 

ORDINATOR oV TRANSPORTATION FOR SCLC DURING MARCH TO MONTGOMERY. 

AT FOUR. PM AFTER MARCH TERMINATED MARCH TWENTY FIVE LAST, HE 

V. 

WENT TO DEXTER AVENUE CHURCH, MONTGOMERY. . AT CHURCH HE OB- 
TAINED MRS. LIUZZO*S AUTOMOBILE, A NINETEEN stxtythrff pnwnFR 



M\ » ft * f 1 « «J 



4 V W • 



BLUE 0LDSM03ILE, MICHIGAN LICENSE E J NINE ONE SEVEN SEVEN, *SAd\ 
WHICH CAR WAS PARKED AT THE CHURCH. MRS. LIUZZ0 WAS AT CAMP 



SITE NUMBER FOUR AT ST. JUDE'S COMPLEX, FAIRVIEW AVE., 

o APR " 

MONTGOMERY. MOT ON DROVE AUTOMOBILE WITH LOAD OF PASSENGERS 
TO ST» JUDE CAMP SITE AND PICXED UP MRS. LIUZZO. SHE THERE - 



rM 



AFTER TOOK OVER/DRIVING. THEY DROVE BY DANNELLY FIELD, 
END PAGE ONE^J* . , ,/ . 

? A Al 111 1955 . ^ £ #~ 



6*t 



PAGE TWO 



MONTGOMERY MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AND DROPPED ONE PASSENGER OFF TO 
CATCH A PLANE AT A3QUT SIX PM. AFTER THIS, THEY PURCHASED GAS 
AT FILING STATION NEAR DANNELLY FIELD AND DROVE TO SELHA, 



ALA« f ^ A DISTANCE OF APPROXIMATELY FORTY FIVE MILES. 




END PAGE TWO, 




MOT ON IS DESCRIBED AS NPl, AGE NINETEEN, 30RN MAY TWENTY- 
FIVE, NINETEEN FORTYFIVE, SELMA, ALA., SIX THREE AND ONE HALF 
ONE THREE EIGHT, BROWN EYES, 3LACK HAIR, DARK COMPLEXION. 



IKS* LiU££U titU Wf, ABUU1 IMIrtlT tlbMI, f IVt 1 WU 

END PAGE FIVE 




I 



PAGE SIX 

BLONDE HAIR , WEARING BLUE SUIT AND WHITE BLOUSE. 

3UAGENTS AT 3ELMA GIVING THIS MATTER CONTINUOUS AND 
EXHAUSTIVE INVESTIGATIVE ATTENTION AND BUREAU WILL BE KEPT 
ADVISED. 

AM COPIES TO ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM AND DETROIT. 

i 

END. 

VA 

SECOND MESS PLS 





CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVITIES OF VICTIM LIUZZO. 



MRS* WILLIE LEE JACKSON, ONE THREE SEVEN C, GEORGE WASHINGTON 
CARVER APARTMENTS, SELMA. ALA*, ADVISED THAT HRS. LIUZZO STAYED AT 
HER APARTMENT" FROT MARCH NINETEEN 1 Ttf MARCH TVENTYF0U1T L AST. ALONG. 
WITH FOUR OTHER WHITE WOMEN AND TWO NEGRO GIRLS* ON MARCH TWENTYFOUR 
LAST., MRS* LIUZZO SUPPOSEDLY VENT BY BUS FROM BROWN CHAPEL WITH 

i 

m 

DEMONSTRATORS GATHERED TO MONTGOMERY* ALA., TO TAKE PART IN MARCH 
END PAGE THREE 




PA6£ FOUR 

ON CAPITX BUILDING* MRS. LIUZZO'S AUTOMOBILE WAS BEING USED BY 



I 



MEMBERS OF SCLC IN CONNECTION VITH MARCH FROM SELHA TO MONTGOMERY * 



HOC 1 T IMTn CTAWCIV TM MDC TAH¥C AU'Q ADADTMfklT T1AV AMT\ UTCUT PYPFOT 

FOR BRIEF VISITS TO BROVN CHAPEL. SHE VAS NOT KNOVN TO HAVE BEEN 
INVOLVED IN ANY INCIDENTS IN SELMA PRIOR TO MARCH TWENTYFIVE LAST. 



END PA OX FOUR 



y 
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4 i I g 

3 VVAJ2^il^ 



Mr Tofso*. 



Mr. BHrroa*. 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Detail 

Mr- Ca*p«r.._ 



Mr. rill**** 

Mr. Conra4_ _ 

Mr. Feli 

Mr..G«W 



MrUoacft. 



Mr Jfuil:*iii 

Mr.lTavtl- , 

Mr.ITrotUr_ 

TeJ#. Room 

Miu Hihiua 

Mitx Gandr 





r • . 

"T 

/ in, 




1/ 



Cincinnati 8, O. 
3/29/65 



V 



F.B.L Director 
(K Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir; 



I want to commend you and your men for the quick appre- 



President Johnson's demand for the thorough investigation of 
the Ku Klux Klan. This is a reasonable & certainly of greater 
importance now, than an investigation of— for instance—the 
Cos tra Noster-- Don't you agree? 

Sincerely yours, 



Mr. 

Mr. i 
Mr. ffiipc 
Mr. Cat In! 
Mr. Conn 
Mr. Fell . 
Mr. C«]«_. 
Mr. Roi#n 

Sr. Suiliv 
r. TarH 
r. TV rr« 
JTcie. R-K»m 
Miss ir>un 
Mia* U&nd 




,1 




COPY:crt 
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r. 
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CORRESPO 






J 



■ f •• y v 



April 2, 1965 
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iiave received your letter of March 29 th and 
appreciate your commendatory remarks regarding this Bureau* a 
apprehension of four suspects in the fatal shooting of Mrs. Viola 
Lluzzo. It was thoughtful of you to make your sentiments known, 
and your kind comments certainly are a source of great encouragement 



to all of us in the FBL 



MAJLEO 6 



APR 2 - 1965 



Sincerely yours, 

J, Edgar Hoover 
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TELETYPE UWIT 




w * 



Mr. Belmont- 






Mr. CfiHA^aa 
Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Frit 

ftfr. Culo 

Mr. Ro«*« 

Mr* ifniuvan. 
Mr* Ta/i4 - 
Mr. Tr<"ier_ 

Miss Holme*. 
Miss Gandy ^ 



(March 31, 1965) 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 



I was very much moved and upset and deeply ashamed 
of some of the American people we have in our country when I 
heard of the death of Mrs* Liuzzo. I was born in Dallas County, 
Alabama near Selma and now I'm ashamed of being associated 
with it* I greatly appuladed Mr* Johnsons attack on the Klu Klux 
Klan because I know they are terrible people and I would clo any- 
\ thing I could to get them out of Alabama and the U. S. I would 
j greatly appreciate if you could give me any advice on getting rid 
\ of the Klansmeiu I also would like to tell you that Vm 100% 
; behind your actions for some day I hope being an F. B, L agent. 



Sincerely yours, 







?£J> 



y ; AprU 3, 196$ | 

I 




, of 



ho 



ego, California 92113 




Dear 



^7 5 



Your letter was received on March 31 at, and the 
thought which prompted you to write me is appreciated. I was 
pleased to know of your desire of becoming a Special Agent of the 
FBI and, In this regard. I am enclosing some material which I hope 
will be helpful. 

— - I am reassured when I read letters such as yours 
expressing an awareness of the problems menacing our country's 
future. Acknowledging the danger posed by these conspiracies is 
one great step toward protecting our national traditions. In view 
of your Interest, there Is also some material included which I trust 
will be of Interest. 



MAILED 4 

APR 2 -1965 

C0MM-F8I 



Sincerely yours, 

J, Edgar Hoover. 



Enclosures (5) 

Our Heritage of Greatness, 12-12-64 
U. S. News & World Report, 12-21-64 
The FBrs Role in the Field of Civil Rights 
The Story of the FBI 
Facts about a Career in the. . . FBI 
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OTE: There is no record of correspondent in Bufiles. 



NOTE: The; 



! 



TELETYPE WIT 
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Dot.: 3-31-65 



Transmit th. following in 
AIRTEL 



Via 



1 1 jpm «n piwrucx* or co««s 



AIRMAIL 



(Priority) 



t 



TOf / HTPFIfTOP. TOT 
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P noils K^S frV SAC, MOBILE (4 4- 
\ 



Attention: 
1245) 



Exhibit Section 



CP 



SUBJECT: : EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL. ; 

U VIOLA GREGO^LIUZZO; ET AL. - VICTIMS 



ffKW 



CR - EL; RACIAL MATTERS 



Re Departmental request by ST. JOHN BARRETT. 

Enclosed are four rolls of 35 millimeter film 
and four sheets of four by five film pack* Also enclosed ar 
contact sheets for the 35 millimeter film. 




The Exhibit Section is requested to make a pos 
size print of each negative relating to the marked contact 
sheet . The contact sheet has been marked with a black X on the 
photograph selected to be printed. On the four by five negatives 
the Exhibit Section will choose the best negative for the poster 
size prints. 

ax*w - L s ujl uuc * i ^ uao ic^uusccu uiat una jjg avanauJLC 

to them for the Federal Grand Jury that meets Monday , April 5, 
1965 , at Montgomery. Exhibit Section will return prints to Selma 
prior to Federal Grand Jury meeting. 

' ~ "' r~ — Also enclosed are three charts that the Exhibit 
Section is requested to reproduce for court room exhibit. These 
will also be presented to the same Federal Grand Jury. These 
should also be returned, to Selma ipjtior to the Federal Grand Jury 



me e tana- 



r - Bureau (Enc. - 7) ' ^jO^'^^ - ' 
3 - Mobile i/Ttrf r\- 





Approved: 




.... * ^A^5r wg<^a5;- > 



Sent 
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U. S. DEPAH1WENT ft HSr;l* 

COMMUNICATIONS SEC'iSn 

MAR26JS65 

teletype 




FBr DETROIT 

815 P/ URGENT 3/26/65 C V H 
TOi5lRECTOR t MOBILE (3ELMA) AND MOBILE 



Mr. Tolwn, 



Mr. BrViottt. 
Mr. Mohr 



Mr. I>< Ij* ach — - 
Mr. Cc?.kt. 



Mr. <;HJ:i!ian 

Mr* Com ad 
Mr. *Vlt. 



Mf Onl*_J 
111 Rosea. 
Mb Sut)f»un 
Ml Tuvel 




CD 

U\'SU3S? MURDER OF VIOLA LIUZZO, MARCH TVENTYFIVE. 
LAST; LEROY JEROME^OTON DASH VICTIMS; CR DASH ELECTION LA' 




y'^ RE TELEPHONE CALL TWO AM FROM INSPECTOR JOSEPH 
SULLIVAN, 5ELMA, ALA., TO DETROIT, CONCERNING CALL 



ruL^iivcu or-^HiLKi r.^ jn:iiii» e # clark* 



k ft 




V 





EHD PA3E ONE 



4 « 



PR 2 1965 * 



* • 



n 4 ;M « i i (fiSs^ 



>< - 




FBI WASH DC 



IL S. CWTOlT • f USTKf 

COMMUNICATION SKTIOJ 

MAR '2 6 1 




FBI SELMA ALA 






12v5! CST 3/26/63 URGENT TAT 

It DIRECTOR, F3I 
FROM* SAC, MOBILE (SELMA) C44-1245) 

UNSUBS? VIOLA^flUZZO, AKA MRS. ANTHONYlIUZZO; LER OY 
JEROME MOT0N DASH VICTIMS, CR - EL. 



THJ> TEXT OF THE COMPLAINT FILED BEFORE UNITED STATE 
COMMISSIONER JAMES M. SUTTERY. MONTGOMERY. ALABAMA. MARCH 
T WENTYSI X MSTANT , IS SET FORTH BELOW. 



✓ 



Mr. Lnf ^rt 
Mr/Cnl!;! 1 ? 
Mr. Onm 
Mr. Felt 
Mr. <J^V 
Mr, io vtf 

Mr. Tr.H* 




COMPRINT FOR VIOLATION OF- SECTION TWO FOUR ONE, SECTION 



EIGHTEEN, USC, WAS FILED AT TEN TWENTYFIVE A.M. ON MARCH TUENTYS/? 



INSTANt. COMPLAINT STATES THAT ON OR ABOUT MARCH TWENTYFIVE, 



\ 



T ^ «^ »> ^ ▼ t * ^ 



• t * « • M F» ■*>» a » 



^lAiTrivft f HI UUWNUC.^ UUUNlTf IN IHl HIUULL LUolKlUT Of ALALJA/A, 



DID, COMMENCING ON OR ABOUT JANUARY ONE, SIXTYFIVE, AND CONTINUING \ 
TO DA& OF THIS COMPLAINT, WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, COLLIE- LEROY 
WILXIf^, JR., EUGENE THOMAS AND GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR., WITHIN THE 



MIDDt'I DISTRICT OF ALABAMA, NORTHERN DIVISION, CONSPIRED TOGETHER • 
WJJH r^$H OTHER AND WITH OTH 

TI^rJ^ATENv.AND intimidate citi 




ER PERSONS UKKKdMjTp~l^^%ftj^d t l^p j£ 
IZEN^ESrHHtfirU^TED ^STATES IN THE ' 



VldlMtjY 0£»SELMA AND MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, IN THE 'f'hZS EXERCISE AfoD 



END PAGE ONE 
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Mil. 













PAGE TWO 

ENJOYMENT OF THE FOLLOWING RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES SECURED THEM BY 
THE CONSTITUTION AND LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

* 

ONE DASH THE RIGHT TO PEACEFULLY ASSEMBLE, PUBLICLY PROTEST 
AND PETITION THE GOVERNOR OF ALABAMA FOR REDRESS OF GRIEVANCES 
ON BEHALF OF NEGRO CITIZENS OF ALABAMA FREE FROM ARBITRARY AND 
OPPRESSIVE INTERFERRENCE FROM THE STATE OF ALA3AMA. 

TWO DASH THE RIGHT TO PUBLICLY PROTEST UNLAWFUL DEPRIVATION 
OF THE RIGHT OF NEGROES OF ALABAMA TO REGISTER TO VOTE AND TO VOTE 
FOR CANDIDATES FOR FEDERAL OFFICES. 

THREE DASH THE RIGHT TO ENCOURAGE AND ASSIST NEGRO CITIZENS 
OF ALABAMA IN THE EXERCISE OF THEIR RIGHT TO REGISTER TO VOTE AND 
TO VOTE FOR CANDIDATES FOR FEDERAL OFFICES. 

FOUR DASH THE RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE IN A PROTEST MARCH FROM 

SELKA TO MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, TO PRESENT A PETITION, TO GOVERNOR 

* 

n C* At A n A u A r if HAiif^nyp au At a r* a *jt a Aim t»*% r\ a n*+ v t n * ^* t+ t w • tup 

•jr hl«^h.'ih in nuniwnini, hlhohuh, hwu iu rHni loira i & an inc. 
CARRYING OUT OF A PROPOSED PLAN FOR SUCH MARCH PURSUANT TO AND 
UNDER THE TERMS OF AN ORDER ENTERED ON MARCH SEVENTEEN, SIXTYFIVE, 
BY THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF 
END PfilZ TWO 



PAGE THREE ' • | 

ALABAMA IN THE CASE OF WILLIAMS VERSUS WALLACE, NUMBER TWO ONE 
EIGHT ONE DASH N. 

IT WAS PART OF THE PLAN AND PURPOSE OF THE CONSPIRACY THAT 
THE DEFENDANT WOULD HARRASS, THREATEN, ASSAULT, SHOOT AND KILL 
PERSONS WHO CAME TO THE AREA OF SELMA AND MONTGOMERY ALABAMA, TO 

PAf?TT"?T P6 TP T M AM(*> 1 FMH TUPTP ^(IPPOPT TO 4 DPM HfcCITSflT T nw M ft CPU 

FROM SELMA TO MONTGOMERY PURSUANT TO A PLAN APPROVED 3Y AN ORDER 
OF THE UNITEO STATES DISTRICT COURT, MIDDLE DISTRICT OF ALABAMA, 
ON MARCH SEVENTEEN, SIXTYFIVE, REFERRED TO ABOVE AND TO HARRASS, 
THREATEN, ASSAULT, SHOOT AND KILL NEGRO CITIZENS OF ALA3AMA WHO 
PARTICIPATED IN OR SUPPORTED THE MARCH IN VIOLATION OF SECTION 
TWO FOUR ONE, TITLE EIGHTEEN, U3C. AND COMPLAINANT STATES THAT 
THIS COMPLAINT IS BASED ON INFORMATION COMING TO THE ATTENTION 
OF SPFCIAL AGENT SPENCER R0B3 OF THE FBI, DURING THE COURSE OF 
AM OFFICIAL INVESTIGATION.. 

ACTING ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL JOHN DOAR HAS REQUESTED 
THAT THE BUREAU ADVISED THE DEPARTMENT AS TO THE TEXT OF THE 

COMPLAINT* MR. DOAR PREPARED THE COMPLAINT. 
END WA RPP 
FBI WASH DC 

CLR ) \ 
••MR. ROSEN 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, PHILADELPHIA (44-893) (RUC) 

t* 

SUBJECT: EUGENJT' THOMAS ; ETAL; 

VIOLATLIUZZO™ aka; 
LEROY JEROME- MOTON - VICTIMS; 
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 

00 - MOBILE 



Re Detroit tel to Philadelphia (interoff*i 
Remytel to Bureau and Mobile 3/31/65. 



.._ __ - _ . ^ __ - ... . _ rfr 



There la forwarded herewith to Mobile 

3/31/65 bearing the Seal of the Commonwealth of Pennaylvania 
and the number 451409. This certifies that in file number 
56399-25 a record of birth was filed April 18, 1925 showing 
that on April 11, 1925 in Pike Run Township, Washington 
County, Pa., a female child, VIOLA FAUV Efjf GREGG v/as born to 
HEBER GREGG and EVA, nee WILSOtH "* *"~ 




RUC. 



This was obtained" by IC 




3 - Bu 

2 - Mobile (Encl 1) (AIRMAIL 
1 - Ph 

NSH:ec 
(6) 



- SPECIAL DELIVERY) 



7T. *** 
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REO ft 3 APR 2 1965 
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GENERAL I>^ isilGATIVE DIVISION 

Instant information w h . furnished by 
Mobile on 3/27/65 as result of a request by 
Mr. St. John Barrett of the Department. 
Mr. Barrett advised on 3/27/65 that the 
Attorney General desired that the Bureau 
obtat n this info ma tion concerning Circuit 
Solicitor Arthur E. Gamble, Jr. The Atty 
General desired to know what kind of 
prosecutor Gamble is; whether or not he is o 
has been affiliated with Klan-type groups; 
and any information concerning his 
background which would indicate what kind 
of job he would do on this case. 

Attached information furnished to 
Mr. Barrett at approximately 3 p. m. , 
3/27/65. No identifiable information on 
Gamble in Bureau indices. 
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rawwt surcmi OF itiVKnomot 

U. 1 DtMRIMOff OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 



MAR 271365 




12:55 P*^ CST 3/27/65 URGENT TAT 
TOK DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, BIRMINGHAM 



) 



FROtfi SAC, MOBILE C3ELMA) (44-1245) 

EUGENE TH0WA3, ET AL»/ VIOLA LIUZZO, AXA# 9 LEHOY J 



IX 1 rJ.Jj II 

I „ 




'V. REBUTELCON TODAY. 

ARTHUR £• GAM3LE, JR. , IS CIRCUIT SOLICITOR FOR THE 
4U»IC I CIRCUIT WHICH ENCOMPASSES LOWNDES COUNTY, ALA. , WHERE //I 
MRS* LIUZ^f-WAS KILLED. HE RESIDES IN GREENVILLE, ALA. , ( 
WHERE "IS FATHER WAS CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR MANY YEARS. DURING PAST 
CONTACTS WITH GAMBLE, HE HAS 3EEN VERY COOPERATIVE WITH BUREAU 
AGENTS AND EXPRESSED ADJURATION FOR THE 3UREAU AND ITS 
DIRECTOR. - HE HAS AT NO TIKE BEEN CRITICAL OF ANY OF THE 
BUREAU'S ACTIVITIES. V *MU£) 

NO INFORMATION HAS EVER BEEN DEVELOPED THAT. GAMBLE WAS 
AFFILIATED WITH ANY KLAN OR RACIAL HATE TYPE 

: £ h58* * p * 61865 




'ED THAT. GAM3LE WAS , ^ . t 

pe'organizationTHW 



IN FREQUENT CONVERSATIONS WITH HIM RE THE KLAN, HE 
EXPRESSED COMPLETE DISAPPROVAL IN STRONG TERMS OF THE KLA 
AND IT.! OBJECTIVES, A3 WELL A3 KLAN MEMBERSHIP WHICH HE FEELS 
FNCOMP.^SSES INDIVIDUALS C-F UNSAVORY CHARACTER. 
END p4'1E ONE 
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PAGE TWO .„•• 

3AM3UE-IS APPROXIMATELY FORTY YEARS OF A3£, MARRIED, 
AMD 13 WELL REGARDED IN THE COMMUNITY AND IN HIS PROFESSIONAL 
LIFE. 

MO INFORMATION HAS EVER COME TO THE ATTENTION OF THE 
'■fOSILE OFFICE OR AGENTS UHO HAVE BEEN IN CONTACT WITH GAMSLE 
IN THE PAST THAT HE WOULD IN ANY WAY DISREGARD HIS DUTIES TO- 
?R0S:CUTE PERSONS TO THE FULL EXTENT OF THE LAW. IT IS FELT 
WITH THE PROPER EVIDENCE AND A JURY THAT WOULD NOT DISREGARD 
EVIDENCE GAMBLE COULD SUCCESSFULLY PROSECUTE CAPTIONED 
INDIVIDUALS FOR MURDER IN LOWNDES COUNTY, ALA, 
ENND "3H -frm rlfrS-A-Q VIS t3~S EPAiWFEL-Y- 

WA AC'< PLS JRL * 
F3I WASH DC 
CLR 
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7 PM 



728/ Pi EST 4-1-65 URGENT THW 

DIRECTOR AND SAC MOBILE CSELM (44- 1245 7 



FROM 



ATLANTA (44-1765) 




3$ 



EUGENE THOMAS | ETAL; VIOLA GREGG LIUZZ Q, AKAj 
LEROY J EROME^tf OTON DASH VICTIMS* CR DASH EL* 




?( , ■« . .. 

If. - v 

■ ■ l! »V 



HtMO AND AT TELETYPES THREE THIRTY-ONE ND BA TEL 
FOUR ONE LAST* 



(7 



£ - 



/ 



M*RK HARRINGTON CONTACTED THIS DATE AT SCLC OFFICE ATLANTA — ; 

AND APPRISED OF HOSEA WILLIAMS AUTHORIZATION TO EXAMINE RECORDS IN ^ 

yo y 

TRUNK OF AVIS RENTAL CAR. HARRINGTON ADVISED WILLIAMS LEFT KEYS ^f A 



TO CAR WITH HIM. HARRINGTON IN AGENTS PRESENCE EXAMINED RECORDS 
IN NINETEEN SIXTY-FIVE FORD. THESE RECORDS WERE CONTAINED IN A 
CARD BOARD BOX OF ABOUT TVO CUBIC FEET. HARRINGTON DESCRIBED 
THESE RECORDS AS <l> CARD FILE LIST OF PARTICIPANTS IN SELMA 



f ) 

J 



A^Tf Iff Tffrt f> A A AM i ftl* * lit *«1 HAW All Allkl 




H^UVIHW UMitO UF AUllVlil NUI J UF NAfli-5 AND AUUKJLSSES 

WITH ORGANIZATIONS THEY REPRESENT ON THREE BY FIVE CARDS. 
(3) MISCELLANEOUS OPENED AND UNOPENED MAIL ADDRESSED TO DR. 
M. L. KING. (4) ESTIMATED TWO HUNDRED WESTERN UNION TELEGRAMS 
AND SOME MONEY ORDERS SOME UNOPENED WISHING SUCCESS TO PROJECT 
AND XING. 

N6 RECORDS LOCATED RELATING TO AUTO'S USED TRIP LOGS OR 
OTHER. DATA RELATING TO ACTIVITIES OF VICTIM LIUZZO. 

end , s-oo* f^Meorf* 
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FBI WASH DC 




TO 



«*f IHJ WHOM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr* Belmont 



from : A* Rosen 




VIOLA LIUZZO, ET AL. - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 



date: April 1, 1965 

1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 



* 

1 - Mr. Hines 




Inspector McGovern advised that Attorney Matt Murphy 
had been trying to get in touch with our informant who is one of the 
subjects in this case. 





ftUfeSlklMiii'tltUl 




Accordin^oMcGovera had been 

contacted by ^■^■■■■■■^■■■■■i^Bkho is identified 
as a close per 

(informant, 
Murphy haa stated tnat u the subject (our informant) did not get in 
touch with Murphy that Murphy was going to "come off " of his bond. 
Birmingham Office desired to know whether or not the informant 
should get in touch with Attorney Matt Murphy, who of course is the 
Han attorney. 

ACTION 



Inspector McGovern was advised that inasmuch as the 
Department had been greasy concerned about the informant's relation 
as client with Attorney Matt Murphy and as Departmental Attorney 
St. John Barrett had fully discussed the case with the informant on 

Murphy as an attorney in connection with this case should be brought 
to the attention of Departmental Attorney Barrett. McGovern was 
instructed that Birmingham should follow the advice of the Departmental 
attorney in this matter. 
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The Attorney General 
Director, JDX /' 



EUGSH3 THOMAS, 
WZLLIAH OHVILLB EATON, 
GABY THOMAS BOIfB, JH. , 
CQLLIB LEEOY WILKINS, JB. ; 
VIOLA LXUZZO - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS z ELXCTIGK LAWS 



4 



April 3, 1665 

A, — BUT. fllUpX' 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 

1 - Mr* Belmont 

1 - Mr» Rosen 

1 - Mr. Malley 

1 -> Mr. McGowan 

1 - Mr. Hi nes 



v ' — 
r»l 



'H-.'ia 



With regard to the relationship of subject 
Gary Thoaas Bows, Jr. , who la also the informant in this 
natter, with Eu Qux Elan Attorney Uatt Murphy, vbo 
arranged for posting his bond on March 26, IOCS, 
Hr. St. John Burro tt of the Civil Bights Division talked 
to Boss extensively on March 31, 1965* S£ • 

Mr* Barrett established that, although&ttt 9 
Murphy is Howe's attorney of record. Bows does nfft 
consider Mr. ilurphy to bo his attorney and Bows 
not. retain Hr. Murphy if his case wore to go to 
w Barrett advised our Birmingham Office that he*is 
isf led that Br. Murphy does not represent i 



m 
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>^»ct Kcfie« 



Mr. Barrett further advised that the federal 
Government will not nmnacut* Bom and *h«* . 

could sake no statement regarding stats prosecution If 
the stats initiates prosocutlon against Bowo, the Federal 
Govonment will stand behind his as for as it possibly 
enn* Mr. Barrett said he would so advise Bows of this. 

x . » . * ...... w , . . . 



1 — Tna Deputy Attorney General 

* i 

I » Ur, John Boar 

Acting Assistant Attorney' General 
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NOTE: See memo Rosen to Belmont, saipe caption, dated 4/2/65 > 
i JWH/ras. 
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UNITED STATES GO\ ^MENT j DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Memorandum 

Director 3 0 ^65 
to : Federal Bureau of Investigation date: 



jq JD:FHD:swf 
AlTohn Doar, Acting # ^ 

^•Assistant Attorney General / *** oa 



™* : GivirRigh?r5ivikon e x * i -° 85 ^° 

WilliaufcO. Eaton, Coiy^X. Wilkins, Jr., , A t ' 

subject: Eugene~'Tho)pea» Gary Ti^'Rowe, Jr., Subjects; O v. ■ 
'Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, Victim. -vv-W. w ■ \ 

Conspiracy Against Rights, (Lowndes County, Ala.) 

CI VII. RIGHTS 

This refers to the investigation currently being conducted 
in connection with the killing o£ Mrs. Viola Liuzzo near 

Lowndesboro, Alabama, on the night of March 25, 1965. 

Please provide a summary of the available background 
information on the subjects recently arrested in connection 
with this case. This summary should include information con- 
cerning the past Ku Klux Klan activity, other anti-civil rights 
activity and any acts of violence or threatened violence en- 
gaged in in Alabama , by these subjects or with which these 
subjects may be connected. 

In addition please provide a summary of the available 7 
information on the activities of the Ku Klux Klan organization^ 
j in the Selma, Montgomery and Birmingham areas since I960* Th£s 
should include the identities o f key Klavem level activist sj^ 
and JvLgher level leaders . It shoula also include a chronology 
of violent antx-civxl rights activities threatened or engaged 
in in Alabama by members of these Klaverns or with which itftey 

may be connected* v 

» 

* Also provide available background information on the most 

ui «1 onf mamKAV>a I- K ^ IT 1 a JM +- * *. a.W_ — . i-f 

paragraph and on key state leaders. In this connection please 
v< include summaries of the available information on the following 
p persons : 

v Robert Creel Ronald Tidwell 

j Robert Thomas Robert Shelton 

Eugene Reeves '^'t* Matthew Murphy 

Please furnish this information to Mr. St. John Barrett 



' j i°f|.ny staff in Montgomery i.; Alabama, by Saturday, April 3,: 1965. 

y l\ LItV 




"i 



Mr. John Hoar 

Acting Assistant Attorney General 



cP tfi Director. TBI . 



XOGXKM THOMAS, 
WILLIAM OmUJt EATOW, 
GAIT THOMAS BOYS, JB._ 
COLLI! LEBOT TllilWS. Jl.; 
TIOLA LIUZZO - VICTIM 



1 - Mr. Belmont 

1 - Mr. Mohr 

April I, 1965' 

1 - Mr. DeLoacl. 

1 - Mr. fioaan 

1 - Mr. Sullivt 

1 - Mr. Baumgai 

1 - Mr. Gray 



Inference Is sade to your letter of March 30, 1965, 
requesting background information on the subjects recently 
arrested In this case, a summary of the activities of Klan 
organizations In the Selma, Montgomery and Birmingham, Alabama 
areas since 1960 and information concerning Klan activists and 



As you are evare, background Information on the sub J 
case has been furnished to you by ay letter of March 3 



is this 
1965. 



With regard to your request for a summary of aval lab 
information on the activities since 1960 of Klan organizations 
Solas, Montgomery and Birmingham, this material Is already In 
possession. Please refer to TBI Investigative reports prepare 
our Birmingham and Mobile Off ieSj furnished to you regularly In 
the cases entitled "United aians of America, inc. , anights of 
Kb Klux Klan**; "0. 3. Klans, Knights of the Ku Kluz Klan, Inc. 
and "Dixie Klaus, Knights of the Ku Kluz Klan, Inc." These re 
prepared contemporaneously with the events, provide aDehroj&olo 
of activities of these Klan organizations as veil as informatl 

their leaders and activists. ~*7 i — 

In regard to your request for available background 
tlon on the Individuals mentioned in your letter £repor 
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Milton 

your request, available background information 
concerning Eugene Beeves, Ronald Tldvell and Matthew Murphy vl 

Kl furnished by April 3, 1965, to MA, St, John Barrett of your 
aft at Montgomery. Alabama. . > A 
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See memorandum Baumgardner to Sullivan dated 3/31/65 
captioned "Eugene Thomas, William Orville Eaton, Gary Thomas 
Rove, Jr., Collie Leroy Wilkina, Jr.; TJda Lluzzo - Victim, 
Civil Sights; Election Lavs." prepared by AWGMas. 



•t* ««M, 



f 



UNITED ST ATI . *kNMENT 

Memorandum 




TO 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 



Mr. Conra 



1 — Mr* Conrad 
1 - Mr. ITilHams 
1 - Office, 7133 



DATE: 



R« H. Jevons 

■ & 1 

EUGENE* THOMAS, et al.; 
VIOLA LIUZZO, aka 
MRS. ANTHONV; JrXIUZZO, 
LEROY JEROME MOTQN, VICTIMS; 

cmi .-^3 - e it, < 

Mrs. Liuzzo was shot near Selma, Alabama, on ^ 
the evening of 3/25/65 while engaged in the transportation, 
of civil rights demonstrators between Montgomery and Selma. 





ACTION: 
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For information. 
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Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Mohr 
Mr. DeLoach 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. McGowan 
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25 APR 6 ,1965 



March 26 th, 1965 

Hon* John Fdgar Hoover 
Washington, D*C# 

tear Mr Hoover t 

« • for the 
ful rapid successful probe In 
finding the 

Klu Klux r lan re- 
sponsible for the death of 
I The I*dy In retro It, whose 
sympathies was directly In 
opposite of the Klans Ideas • 



wonder- 



1 



In this Incident 
you and your staff made up for 
the* la efe-te^eftnedys- rhofc, which 
could have been avoided by the 
men i investigators j who allowed 



/N - - - - * J 



zo or^x; uy ffunouu request- 



/ 




Mr. i nlhihan 



n 

SuUtlanl 
Mr. TftTtl _ 
Mr. Tmiirr. 

Tel*. Room 

Miss Holmes. 
Miss G|ndy_ 




ing Oswald to open that peper 
package (gun) he was holding on 
to«»««for Inspection. • Just to be 
sure, and the shot could have 
been avoided* However, and in- 
asmuchas you caught up with these 
4 so and so' s • .proved once again 
you and your staff are on the ball 
and wlll'be rolling for thsTbeneflt 
of the American public . 

Keep up the good work* Thanx 
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TO 



FROM r- 



SUBJECT: 



UNITED STATES Ct ERNMENT 

Memora 



Mr. DeLoac 




DATE: 4-1-65 



I 




YONKER S, NEW YORK 



f/lii 



o 



Note was received March 26th from captioned 
individual in which she congratulated the Director upon the rapid 
solution of the recent killing of the civil rights worker in the 
vicinity of Selma, Alabama. In her note the correspondent states 
flatly that the Ku Klux Klan was responsible for this death. 
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G«le 
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S*i Ulv<w_ 
Tml_ 
Trotter _ 
T«te. A« 
Holm _ 
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The correspondent goes on to say that in solving 
this case the Director and the FBI made up for "the lack in 
Kennedy's shot, which could have been avoided by men (investigators) 
who allowed Oswald to get by without requesting Oswald to open 
that. paper package. " It is apparent that this correspondent has her 
facta completely mixed up with respect to the assassination of the 
late President Kennedy. 



individual. 



Bufiles contain no information concerning captioned 



OBSERVATIONS; 

» If we were to write to this individual we would be 

in a position of accepting her congratulations and at the same time 
explain to her our position concerning the assassination of President 
Kennedy. 



RECOMMENDATION: 



File without acknowledgment. 
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REFERENCES: 



Teletype from Mobile (Selma) to Detroit, dated 
3/30/65. 



Report of SA' 
3/31/65. 



at Detroit, dated 
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X - USA, Birmingham 
1 - USA, Montgomery 

S A ^^S &^^&^^ ^ k Y _ — Detroit, tflehii 

44-643 



WILLIAM OR V ILLS EATON; 
COLLIE LEROT WILKINS; 
GARY THOMAS ROWS, JR. ; 
VIOLA LIUZZO; 

LEROY JEROME MOTON - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 



Additional background information concerning 
victim VIOLA LIUZZO set out. ANTHONY J. LIUZZO, 
husband of vicUm, indicated ^g^C^tfoat^ 

" *~ that victim VIOLA LIUZZO warn 

receiving psychiatric treatment from Doctor 
ABRAHAM ELS EN, Northland Center, Southfield, 
Michigan. Victim VIOLA LIUZZO reported to Detroit 
Police Department as missing person on 7/16/64 by 
husband who stated victim disappeared 7/13/64* 
VIOLA LIUZZO located 7/18/64 with GORDON GREENS, 
Montreal, Ontario, Canada. While victim VIOLA 
LIUZZO was missing, she wrote despondent letters 
to husband from cemetery from which she gave her 
own birth and death dates* Victim not known to 
have engaged in other Civil Rights activities* 
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CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVITIES 
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( 



Date 



4/1/65 





National Association For The Advancement of Colored! 
'eofnre CNAACP), Detroit, Michigan, stated that both VIOLA LIUZZO 
and her husband, ANTHONY JAMES LIUZZO were members of the NAACP 
at Detroit* ^C v h 




recalled that his only contact with Mrs* 
LIUZZO was in September of 1964, at which time she came to the 
NAACP offices to advise that she had just been convicted in 
Detroit Recorders Court for falling to send her children to 
school and that she had wanted this conviction to demonstrate 
what she considered an injustice in allowing children age sixteen 
to drop out of school and that she thmigb t that this should be 
changed so that children could not drop out of school until age 
eighteen. 



Mrs* LIUZZO stated that while in court she had seea 
a young Negro girl who appeared to be suffering from malnutrition 
and that this girl had been convicted of some minor offense* Mrs 



¥ ftmrtA .a. _ Ai 



taa i» sue 



t i 

asiu 



waatea 



ig uner 



the UukaOwa Negro 



girl moaeyjbut did not want to embarass her and she requested 
that^ % make an effort to identify the girl and that 

she, Mrs^TlUZZO, would then provide funds ♦ Mrs. LIUZZO made this 
statement that, "To get involved is my Christian duty"* 



3/30/65 



Detroit, Michigan 
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On March 26, 1965, an article appeared la "The £ 
Detroit News 1 *, a newspaper published dally at Detroit, Mlchigpn, 
entitled, "All Men Are Created Equal - A Life So Dedicated Is : 
Gone", under the by-line of IATOENCK J. GREEN which reported 
an interview with ANTHONY J. LIUZZO, 

Mr* LIUZZO reportedly stated that VIOLA LIUZZO 
had never taken part In Civil illghts demonstrations although they 
had contributed to the National Association For The Advancement 
Of Colored People (NAACP) and other groups concerned with Civil 
Bights* 



On 



3/30/6* 



at 



Detroit, Michigan 



.File # 



Detroit 44-643 
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Data dictated 
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This 



docuflhtat cooUiiM neither recoamendetiom oor conclusion* of the FBI* It U ibm property of the FBI and U lo*n*d to 
■■Mcjr; it **A iU cooUoU m% not to bt> distributed o^eid* your ejeocy, 
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* * - " . MOTIVATION FOR TRIP TO 
* A* * SELMA, ALABAMA 



On March 27, 1965, an article appeared la "The Detroit 
Free Press 19 , a newspaper published dally at Detroit, Michigan, 
entitled, "Four Accused of Killing Detroit Mother" under the by-line 

Oa ROBBIT 3* KCYT* 

In thia article ANTHONY J, LIUZZO is reported as stating 
that VIOLA LIUZZO decided to make the trip to Selma, Alabama, on 
the day that a group of Tayne State University students staged 
a sympathy demonstration in the Detroit Federal Building to protest 
attacks on Negro and white demonstrators in Selma and Montgomery, 
Alabama* 

akthONY LIUZZO stated he tried to talk viola LIUZZO 
. out of making the trip and told her to come home; however, VIOLA 
LIUZZO was worked up and took off immediately for Selma, Alabama* 

Mrs* LIUZZO was reported to have arrived in Selma, 
Alabama, on March 18, 1965, where she used her automobile to 
transport Civil Rights workers around Selma, Alabama, and Mobile, 
Alabama* 

INDICATION OF EMOTIONAL DISTURBANCE 
AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION 




Gjeral bureau of investigation^ 



4/1/63 



Recorders Court, Detroit. Michiea: 



6 7« 



urnished the sketchy notes contained la her file concerning 

These notes rend as follows. 



Parents 



■other 



Father 



EVA WILSON and HStBER K. GREGG were married 

June 24, 1924, In Little Washington, Pennsylvania* 

KVA GRBGG, age 60, lives in Fort Oglethorpe, 
Georgia. She is retired school teacher; graduated 
from University of Pittsburgh. Mother has heart 
condition, Catholic, but is not active. Describes 
relationship as normal and good until a few 
ago* en they had disagreements over VIOLA'S 
children and their rearing, 

HERB BR GRBGG, age 66, lives with wife. Hi 

been d 



>LA says she had no relationship with 
He was in and out of Veterans Administration (VA) 
Hospitals, He worked in coal mines in Pennsylvania; 
went to school to second grade, VIOLA describes 
father as "self-educated man". Says father was 
"somewhat of a wanderer". 



Sibling VIOLA - oldest; second is MARY HIGBS2, age 30, 

divorced - plans to remarry September 26, 1964, 
613 West Michigan, Ypsilanti, Michigan 

Maternal 

Relatives Uncle DAVS WILSON, Voungstown, Ohio 

Uncle HAROLD WILSON, Library, Pennsylvania 
Aunt SARAH BIGRIGG, Youngs town, Ohio 
Aunt LOU ?, Cytherin, Pennsylvania 

Paternal 

Relatives Aunt BLANCHE DUFFY, whereabouts unknown 



On 



3/31/65 rt Detroit, Michigan 



a Detroit 44-643 




4/1/65 



Date dictated 
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2 



Religion 



Previous 
Trouble 



Present 
Trouble 



Impress ioa 
and 

Appearance 

Sari/ Hose 
Life 



Education 



Marriage 



f 

No formal - "Believes ia basic good conduct which 
is basis of all religion" according to VIOLA. 



She purposely stole microscope at Parkside 
General - insisted on being arrested - this was 
to call attention to Doctor PARKS who VIOLA felt 



VIOLA states she planned to get in trouble, as she 
kept the children out of school as a "protest". 
She feels that the compulsory age for attendi®2 
school should be eighteen instead of sixteen 
and felt keeping children out of school would bring 
attention to her concern. 

VIOLA is 5 9 1" and weighs about 140 pounds. She 
is confused, emotionally unstable and appears on 
the fringe of a serious mental breakdown-- 



VIOLA was reared by natural parents - father was 
in and out of home - VA Hospital, Described 
childhood as very happy, but says they were very 
very poor. They did at one time receive public 



work. Family lived in five states while VIOLA 
was a child. She never remembers finishing a 
school term in same city. Claims Mother encouraged 
early marriage* VIOLA'S first marriage was at age 
sixteen after this she left Tennessee (where family 
was living at the time.) 

Says she cannot remember all schools she attended. 
Attended St. Marys High in Sewanee, Tennessee. 
Finished ninth grade (claims high school diploma 
waived » took entrance examination and is in 
Sophomore English class in Wayne State University). 

VIOLA married in Knoxville, Georgia, at age of 
sixteen to WILLIAM PHILLIPS, age 34. Married to 



6 
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Children 



Bconomlc 
Situation 



get away from home* Marriage was in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, 1941, separated the day after wedding. 
Husband divorced VIOLA In about one year - she 
was not In city. 

Second - VIOLA married GEORGE ABGTRI8 in 1943 
in Detroit, Michigan, - separated in 1949, 
divorced September, 1950, VIOLA married ANTHOHY 
JAMES LIUZZO In Detroit, Michigan. Describes 
present marital relationship as good; however, 
husband does not understand children. 

1. PXNNILLIPI, born June 5, 1946, in Detroit. 
Father is GEORGE ARGYRIS, VIOLA'S second husband, 
but child was adopted by present husband* Where- 
abouts unknown somewhere" in Ypsilanti, Michij 
prior 




2. MART BVA, born January 22, 1948, lives with 
maternal grandparents and has been there since 




3. THOMAS, born June 23, 1951, attends Winshlp 
Junior School, 7A. / 



4. ANTHONY, born Mar ch 8, 19 55, attends Yinshi] 
Elementary (Involved in VIOLA'S offense)* 

5. SALLY, born August 6, 1958, attends Winshlp 
Elementary School. 



VIOLA lives at home with her husband and three 
youngest children. They live at 19375 Marlowe* 
They are buying a home on a fifteen year mortgage « 
twelve room' home* Husband is employed by local 
234 Teamsters as Business Agent - Gross $380.00 — 
per week nets $249.00. Their 1963 Oldsmoblle 

88 hardtop financed by General Motors Acceptance 
Corporation (GMAC) - payments $101 per month* 
They owe Winkleman's $168.00; J. L. Hudson Company 
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Employment 



Health 



Habits 



Residence 



$400,00; Gedringer's Jewelry $400,00. These *•< 
bills were charged by VI0LA f s sixteen year old 
daughter, MART* Family is paying on all bills. 

Last employment - Parkvue Industrial Receiving 
Clinic as Medical Assistant for two years 1962- 
1983. Quit because of investigation going on at 
hospital regarding doctor who was not qualified. 
At Sinai Hospital she claims she helped in 
Research Department 1001 - lour months. 

Good - smokes carton of cigarettes per week; 
drinks occasionally - vodka. No venereal disease; 
denies use of drugs. Wayne County General two 
years for one week ~ voluntary admission wanted 
someone to take a look at family and help her with 
children - nine pregnancies - five living children ■ 
four miscarriages. 

Enjoys taking children to woods to collect stones; 
plays scrabble with husband and reads. 

In Detroit, Michigan, since 1942 - lived at present 
address since April, 1963, prior address of 18491 
Marlowe sold equity to purchase present home in 
June, 1953. 



September 17, 



lOfii T «4» 1 QQTC _44»W W.«_ W_ iiiffUAUV 



three children. There are two children out of 
the home, one with grandparents and one in Ana 
Arbor, Michigan. PENNY, age 18, in Ann Arbor; 
MART, age 16, with grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. 
HERBS GREGG, 61 Polk Circle, Georgia. THOMAS, 
acre 13 9 home; ANTHONY, age 9, home; SALLY, age 6, 
houo. VIOLA supported by husband, who works for 

Teamsters Local 247 as a Business Agent. Wife is 

not employed, but is attending Wayne State 
University, majoring in English - Sophomore standing. 
Counselor Mr. BHLLEFLEUR. Not attending this 
quarter. 
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September 21, 
1964 



September 28, 
1964 



Reported with daughter, SALLY* VIOLA ramble* 
and talks so It Is very difficult to follow any 
one train of thought . She 1» probably above 
average intellectually, however r she i* quite 
disturbed* 



Telephone call from husband VIOLA went in Detroit 
Memorial Hospital - nervous breakdown. Continues 
to talk about children and her concern about the 
present school set up, etcetera. VIOLA rattles on 
so much iff such a confused way it is very difficult 
to follow her train of thought • 



October 23, 
1964 

November 9, 
1964 



Reported 



Reported with daughter , PENNY, who is a very 
attractive girl* She intends to attend Eastern 
College in January, 1965* PENNY visiting parents 
MARY is now married, but VIOLA does not know who 
VARY married. 



December 7 r 
1964 



Telephone call requesting permission to be 
excused from reporting - says children are ill. 




stated that VIOLA LIUZZO, while ( 
waiting to see Ji r. had written the following poem which she 
presented t 




"ETERNITY? 



"Beneath a dark and dreary night 
There stands a man within God 9 s sight 
He, alone, can tear away 
The power of night that forms a day 
So relentlessly this mnn trods on 
* To search for what something he fears ionggone 



"Hence from rising sun, to an endless day i 

He is never still for he cannot say 

So above or below the mud or the rain 

He thrashes on through an unknown terrain 

So often he 9 s tired; so often he's pained 

Tet he still struggles on to the peak he must gain 

lUAO waxa, uv a u i vau vux« umu a ^ a* oau 

Froa surrender to pain, the cost of life's gain 
Ah! the peak he has reached, he did not refrain 
Thus everything ventured was everything gained 
Tranquil peace is the peak and now also 
his right 

So he now lies forever, joined with God 
in sight 

"TyiitK is not christian, Jewish, Hindu or Buddist* 
What is true for one man is true for all men* Just j 
there is no such thing as Christian medicine, Jewish 
biology or hindu". 
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A check with the Election Commission revealed that 
VIOLA LIUZZO registered to vote for the first time in the Detroit , 
Michigan! area on October 8, I960, Ward 22, Precinct 96; however, 
her name was stricken from voter records as she failed to exercise 
her right as a citizen of the United States and has never voted in 
this area* 

On January 28 9 1964, her name was taken off voter 

records* 
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Hospital of Detroit, Michigan, U7TT^¥S3l UulfinJTTTe^TJetroit, ? ^ > 
Michigan, advised that Mrs. VIOLA FAUVKR LIUZZO worked at the? 
hospital as a Research Technician (trainee) iron August 16, 1962, 
to October 15, 1962. 



pointed out that an application form completed 

by Mrs* LIUZZO on July 26, 1962, contains the following data: 



Residence 

Telephone Number 
Social Security 
Number 

n« +0 q± Birth 
Age 

Marital Status 
Number of Children 
Maiden Name 
Person to Notify in 

the Event of an 

finer geacy : 
Education 



High School 
College 

rkxi m_ .ft * 

vtaer ir&ia 



Previous fiaployment 



Health Status 
Physical Defects 
Personal References: 



18491 Marlowe, 
Detroit, Michigan 
BR 2-0858 

381*44-9357 
inun ii noon 



(place not shown) 

37 years 

Married 

Five 

GRBGG 

JOSEPHINE FLORINI, 

6366 Abington Avenue, 

Detroit, Michigan 

Gv imaar School, 

St* Marys, Chattanooga, 

Tennessee 

One year 

None 

Carnegie Institute as a 
Medical Assistant in 1962 
Parkvue Medical Center, 
28303 Joy Road, Garden 
City, Michigan, June, 1962 
August, 1962 
"Good" 
"None" 

HAROLD HENDERSON, M.D., 
Detroit, Michigan 



SARAH SCH00TEN, M.D # , 
Medical Arts Building 



* 
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Personal References 
(Cont'd) 



Reverend FRANCIS GRANGER, ? 
St. Alphonsus Rectory, 
Dearborn, Michigan 



Also la the personnel file for Mrs. LIUZZO, according 
*o lSsS§IS* i« * Pago handwritten letter which Mrs. LIUZZO 

addressed to Mr. BERNARD FUSS in October, 1963, explaini ng her 
reason for resigning from her employment at this hospital. 
■ § said that Mr. FUSS at the time was the Associate Director o 
the Hospital. - . 




WJ t _ advised the letter refers to a misunderstand- 
ing which Mrs. LIUZZO apparently had with Mr, SIDNEY KQBERNTrr 

t^LZ^f ln charge of the laboratory at the hospital where Mrs. 
LIUZZO worked. He said the misunderstanding involved some tissue 
slides on which Mrs. LIUZZO worked and the letter also explained 
tnat her work at the hospital laboratory had begun to interf en with 
her pursuit of study at the Wayne State University. 
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_ Sinai 
Hospital of Detroit. 6767 Test Outer Drive. Dgtro^^Mlcf^ffaOj^^ 
advised that Mrs, VIOLA LIUZZO was employed ^BHHBBfiQBHHHI 

during the short period of time Mrs. LIUZZO worked ia the labora- 
tory of this hospital. 




LIUZZO was early one Sunday morning shortly prior to her beginning 
work at the hospital laboratory when she encountered Mrs^LIUZZO 
ettlne out of one of the cots ia the laboratory area. 1 |- 
explained that she had weekend duty and had come on duty 
ear iy that morning not anticipating that anyone would bo in the 
laboratory since it Is the practice of the hospital for the 
laboratory area to be completely secured during the evening hours. 




stated there was also an un^Jg^^JJ^g^^^ 
woman occupying one of the cots with Mrs. LIUZZO. VI 
recalled that Mrs. LIUZZO was dressed only in a hospital gown, 
which contained some blood stains. The other unidentified woman 
was dressed ia street clothing. 

U pon thi^enrQuntor, Mrs. LIUZZO commented, "OhJ " 
you're^HiA *\ and \ W responded, "That was correct" and 

inquired as to the reason for. Mrs. LIUZZO 1 s unexpected presence 
in the laboratory. 

According to^HH Mrs. LlUZZO's only explana- 
tion was th at she was th er^^^voiunteer for laboratory experi- 
mentation. J ^explained the hospital does have a 
program that lnalvTduaTs voluntarily appear for laboratory 
experimental work j however, upon checking, she found no record 
that such an arrangement had been made with Mrs. LIUZZO and she 
was never able to determine why Mrs. LIUZZO was in the laboratory 
on this Sunday morning. 




statea tnat during Mrs. liuzzq's 
employment, she was on e^pf t he Individuals prese nt i n a group 
of medical technicians 
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advised she has had no contact with 
since Mrs. LIUZZO ceased her work at the hospital. m ^ 
advised she had no knowledge concerning any activity of 
LIUZZO apart from her employment with the hospital. 
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He said that f 

oes recall Mrs* L1UZZO 
He said his recollection of } 
was tnat she was ao older woaan, eager and vivacious 
and he said she was willing although not a very competent worker. 




te said he did QOt know Mrs* LIUZZO before she came 

to the hospital and had no contact witl^*e^whej^h*i^f t t although 
on one occasion when she contacted hia^l pin connection 

with her attendance at the Wayne State University. 





_ said he has no knowledge of any activity 

of Mrs. LIUzzg except that he does recall that she was a student 
at Wayne State University. 




excitable person and an individual who was obviously quite easily 
upset to an extreme degree on any matter which she did not under- 
stand* 



* ■ — * 




Petrol t f Michigan 



Fit* i Detroit 44-643 
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casta Las s either rvcc 
»j M mm4 torn eoat.at. «r. 



«MBdoltow »«r ct»c*.*ioa« of th. rBI. It 
serf to dlstrl**t»4 Milids ye«r 



t*# property «f ti* PBf 




• '-' Attached teletype .eta forth t^' -> 



background data from our Detroit 
Office file* concerning victia Viola. 
Liuzzo who was shot and killed near 
Seine,' Alabama , night. of 3/29/65, , 
and her husband* Anthony- J, Liuzzo., . 
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FBI DETROIT 

35l/« URGENT 3/26/65 J F D 
JO DIRECTOR AND SELMA 
FROM DETROIT C44-NEV) . 



MAR Sib W65 f»'- ffi 



CP 



UNSUBSj MURDER OF VIOLA LIUZZO, THREE TWENTYFIVE SIXTYFI 



LEROY JEROME nOT ON - VICTIMS CR - ELECTION LAWS, 

CXTOt SIGHTS 




******* 

tr. ii-p«r. — - 

Mr. miirttMn — 
Mr. C'»nra<L- - 
Mr. FAt. 
Mr. 






RE BUREAU TEL CALLS TO DETROIT AND TEL CALL FROM SELMA, ALA. 
INSTANT* 

RECORDS. MICH. SECRETARY STATES OFFICE LANSING. MICH- Afl\ if- 

'af ' ^ 

INDICATE N£gETEEN SIXTYTHREE OLDS COUPE, SIXTYFIVE MICH. LIC. A 
E J NjHE SEVEN SEVEN REGISTERED TO ANTHONY J. LIUZZO, ONE ' I 
NINE THREE^EVEN FIVE MARLOWE, DETROIT, MICH. VEHICLE HAS yjXT' 
SIX THREE ^WO M SIX ZERO FOUR EIGHT SIX. 

NlcHluAN operators License number L two zero zero dash *« 

EIGHT FOUR SEVEN DASH ZERO ONE FIVE DASH TWO EIGHT THREE ISSUED 

FOJR^SIaTEEN SIXTYTHREE TO VIOLA LIUZZO BORN FOUR ELEVEN 

TWENTYFIVE^. ONE NINE THREE SEVEN FIVE MARLOWE, DETROIT, FEMALE, / / 1 

4^4*- 2«frO I - hi 

BLONDE HAIR, GREY EYES, FIVE TWO AND ONE HALF/ONE TVENTYSEVEN ' ' O 
LBS*, NO VISION RESTRICTIONS. y * V 



PJDETROIT, MICHIGAN PD FILES REVEAL "VtOLA LIUZZO, ONE NINE 



3 7 5 

THREE SEVEN FIVE MARLOWE, DETROIT, BORN FOUR ELEVEN TWENTYFIVE, 
CALIFORNIA, PA., ARRESTED SIX SIXTEEN SIXTYFOUR, FOR "FAILING 



TO SEND CHILDREN TO SCHOOL". NO DISPOSITION SHOWN •> LIUZZO 
DESCRIBED AS Jf*JPt FIVE TWO, ONE FORTY LBS. 



DETROIT. ^NglCES DISCLOSE A VI0L£ LIUZZO, Nj^A&DRESS GIVEN, i 



b 



END PAGE OHt./TsZt} zftp* ' ' 
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da nr tua 



f.t -» ^ T w » 



WROTE A LETTER TO "DETROIT FREE PRESS", A DETROIT DAILY NEWSPAPER, 
BELITTLING THE GOVERNMENT'S ATTACK ON JANES R. HOFFA, PRESIDENT, 

» - i 

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF TEAMSTER. NO OTHER REFERENCES RE 
VIOLA LI UZZO. 

NINETEEN SIXTYFOUR DIRECTORY FOR WEST SIDE DETROIT REVEALED"* *' 



ANTHONY J. LIUZZO, WIFE VIOLA, RESIDES ONE N?NE fHREE SEVEfT FIVE 
MARLOWE, DETROIT, AND HE EMPLOYED AS BUSINESS AGENT FOR TEAM- 
STERS, DETROIT. ' 




END PAGE TWO.. 



PAGE THREE....* 

SECRETARY STATES OFFICE, DRIVERS SERVICE DIVISION, 
LANS INS, MICHIGAN, ADVISED ANTHONY JAMES LIUZ20, ONE NINE THREE 
SEVEN FIVE MARLOWE, DETROIT, ISSUED CHAUFFERS LIC. L TWO ZERO 
ZERO DASH ZERO SIX SEVEN DASH THREE SIX SEVEN DASH SEVEN SIX FIVE 
TO EXPIRE FIVE FIVE SIXTYFIVE. LIUZZO DESCRIBED AS Jf, BORN 
TEN FIVE THIRTEEN, FIVE TEN AND ONE HALF, ONE NINETYTWO LBS. 
BLUE EYES BLACK HAIR, NO VISION RESTRICTIONS. 
NO OTHER PERTINENT INFO DEVELOPED. 

LKM. FOLLOWS. 

* - 

END 
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fTyp« i* plaintext or cod*) 

AIRMAIL 



(Priority} 




TOt 

FROM; 

SUBJECT 



DIRECTOR, FBI (105-^5374) 
SAC, ATLANTA (105-773) 
DIXI2 KLANS 

IC(IGETS OP THS KU KLUX XLAN, INC. , akaT. 

xaz 

(00: K&oxville) 



Unclosed are the original and seven copies of a 

nin^ information received/ ^ >v 

£7/3 



^ letterhead memorandum oo 
from 




on 




The information reportedly received oy 
t has not been ve r i x i ed throu r h other source 





SI*C3 07 DIXIJ ELANS, KNIGHTw 02 THIS I0J 

KLUX KLAN, INC., KAVH KKC/N TO CAIttlY CONCH'iL^J 

; . ~ WEAPONS, TrLJY SlICULD Bis; CONSIJ^O Al&£3 AND DAftG^AOUS . . 

-.| ag:::;cyj ac?t, ont, osi. shc ser A-/ W ^ 1 r'>\Alx 

> *F™*»^J^^ 



<3no. Ssrf ^ 




Bureau 

° — Birminghsa (105-540) (i2nc« 2) 

- Knoxville (100-3301) (Enc. 2) (an) 
2 - Atlanta 
DllGrcjii 

4?) 





r 

I'. 



/V 



" v1;, ' 



Approved — ; 

! ASp#Clal Aayat in Charg# 



Scat 



Per 



'3 




/» Reply* Picas* Rtfm> 
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UNITLJ STATES DEP RT h MENT OF joSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU Of INVESTIGATION 



Atlanta,.. Georgia* 
* April 2, 1965 



DIXIE ELANS 
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX ELAN, INC 

RACIAL MATTERS . 



, _ r ._ — i Jack Brov/n, 

left the * pu e™l g . 

daughter 'of the v/ottaa (Mrs. Viola^re^Tiu ™, t2w h 

pfrtv^tf^?? 11 *' a f#w da * s Previous .^hTcaJliL 

LTmotner** Mrs^vt^a^re^f li^/jV^ ^ " 
a*i illations. ** Liuzzo) had Communist 

there was J^w^^S? wfer'or'no^ Stated 
actuallv r««i lu. . ^ ler or not Brown 

aoo^infor^^ot. - ^V*^*^ Warding the 

nor concIuJJols^n^ recommendations 
FBI and is loaneS'to* agenc y ?\^ r ?? erty ° f th « 
are not to be districted oStsJde you? 



id its contents 
igency. 
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ENCLOSURE 



. n.; -v DIXI2 KLANS, KNIGSTS OP | 
f . , THS KU KLUX KLAN, ISC. { 
t ; ' . -. ■ . (Ygnaossee) • f 

* ■ 

Confidential Sour cos advised it v/as announced at 
a noting of lUavern #1, S. Klaus, Elicits of the Ku Xlux 
:Ua;i, Inc. , at Chattanooga, Tennessee , on September 17, 1953, 
suj.u sozne fornar loaders of Klavern #1 and their close asso- 
ciates had boon banished froa U* S* Kians, lights of the 
Xu Klux Xlaa, Inc., during the preceding veoli. 

Sources advised those individuals yho v/ero banished 
-0r^3d a new Iclan organization known as Dixio Klaas, lights 
o2 the Ku Klux Klan, Inc., with headquarters in Masonic Hall, 

Glass Street, Sast Chattanooga, Tennessee. A coral 
r.%slf ara charter was secured froa the State of Tennessee on 
October 21, 1957, r/hich charter lists so^i of the purposes 
of the organisation as freedoa of speech and association, 
rejection ox forced integration, preservation of the Const i— 
xutions of the United States and of Tennessee, and preservation 
o2 una sovereignty of each state. 

On July 15, 1SC£, source stated that the DK, 
'.CCCIC, lac, has one active Ulavern in Tennessee and tv/o 
..~*-ive klavoms in Georgia. He stated there are no othe'af 
.;la/irns oi this organization in any other states although 
wtu^upts have been made in the past to organize klaverns 
in o^her states* 

A Confidential Source advised during the fall of 
1330 that a "den" of Klavern *l f DK, KKXX, lac, Chattanooga, 
Tennessee ^ consisting of ten cambers and txio alternates, 
including JACK 17ILLIAH BZOV/X, Imperial Wizard (National 
Provident) of SX, XXXIC, Inc., JACK L20X Sxalted Cyclops 

of Id a vara #1, Chattanooga, Tennessee (the local chapter 
president), and others, all listed as aethers of Klavern #1, 
DK, I-uCC, Inc., Chattanooga, Tennessee, during July, August, 
and September, 1950, were reportedly responsible for five 
bombings of residences of Hamilton County, Tennessee, during 
July and "August, 1960. Soue of these xenbers and alternates 



of den hold closed meetings and discussed bobbin gs and 
ether acts of violence. These meetings woro 'reportedly 

unaware of such. All reported members and alternates of 
con interviewee during another investigation, denied 
knowledge of bombings or acts of violence, denied knowledge 
o-l "den" of DIC, XXXX, Inc., and majority admitted member- 
ship of PX, KXKX, Inc. 

Sources have reported as late as September, 1SS3 
that for the past eighteen months or more, none c2 the DX, 
U::;Cv r Inc. s members or leaders, including JACK WILLI A LI 
3IIGWX, have discussed any acts of violence. In fact, during 
this period, 1C62-63, Xegroes have demonstrated at Chatta- 
nooga, Tennessee, seeking integration of public and municipal 
facilities. In addition to these demonstrations some of the 
public schools, Chattanooga, have been integrated during 
the fail of 1S32 and the fall of 1963. During these demon- 
strations and the integration of these schools, JACK WILLIAM 
HUGO and other DX, XXXX, Inc., leaders at closed meetings 
of this organization, and on an individual basis, have in- 
structed members ox this organization, to stay away from 
areas of demonstration by Negroes and schools where inte- 
gration was occurring, not to participate in any demonstra- 
tions or attempt to interfere with any Negro demonstrations, 
violence or advocate any acts of violence or become engaged 
in any arguments over above matters. 

Trcaa October, 1960 to July, 1S64 no act3 of 
violence have occurred ax Chattanooga and vicinity. During 
this period, DX, KXXK, Inc., has continued to operate as an 
active organization and during the same period all .municipal 
facilities , Chattanooga, have been integrated, the majority 
oZ public facilities, including theatres, restaurants, motels, 
hotels, and other facilities have been integrated, plus inte- 
gration of schools during the Sail of 1962 and the fall of 
1363, All have been accepted peacefully with no demonstra- 
tions or acts of violence or discussion of acts of violence by 
DIC, KXXK, Inc., members. 



t 



March 26, 1963 



S. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Invaatigatioa 
Washington 25, D.C, 

Dear Mr* Hoovers 

I have always been an outspoken supporter of the FBI. As long 
you are It's head I am sure that I shall continue to be. May I 
congratulate you and your men for the swift action taken in the 
murder of the civil rights worker from Detroit, 




However, I aa alarmed at certain aspects of the case. These men 
deserve a fair trial just as any other American citizen does. Thj 
American judicial system remains vibrant only as long as it applil 
equally to all. One is truly innocent until proven quilty. But,] 
I think that possibly the rights of these men to a fair trial has! 
been violated* 

It wou Id have been appropriate for the President to have announce 
the arrest of these men but it did not stop at that. Following tl 
announcement of their arrest he noted they were members of the Kl; 
He then stated that the woman had fl been murdered by the enemies oi 
freedom". He went on to denounce the KKK, By associating these o 
with the Klan and then going on to strongly denounce the Klan the 
President has in effect given rise to guilt by association. This 
is a concept which should be outside of the law* Has not the Prei 
whose pronouncements carry such tremendous weight, somewhat prejuc 
the American public against these men? Can they receive a fair ti 
I doubt seriously that they can for the next few weeks if at any j 

I abhor violence and this murder is an act of ruthless and unmit/j 
crime* 1 honestly hope that the person or persons responsible wil 
be quickly brought to the bar of Juatice, However, when brought i 
■T trust they may receive the same rights under the law that others 
receive. 



Sincerel 




University of Oklahoma Medic 

Oklahoma City 4, Oklahoma 






t" 

■— ■ 
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April 5, 1066 



1 

» ♦ 



• i . 



i 



Diversity of Oklahoma Medical Center 

Oklahoma City 4, Oklahoma 




fc7 



I received your letter of March 26th and 
want to thank you for your generous remarks xoncerning 
our investigation of the murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo. 



It was thoughtful of you to bring your views 
regarding similar Incidents to our attention, and you may 
be assured the FBI will continue to do everything within 
its power to discharge its responsibilities with the highest 
degree of dispatch, thoroughness and objectivity. In 
Connection with this matter, I am enclosing a copy of the 
-remarks made by Senator Thomas J. Oodd on the Floor of 
Ah» Senate on February 25, 1965, along with other material 
^4 trust will be of assistance to you in learning the true natur< 
<of the FBI's role In civil rights matters. 



•it. 



=3 

rn 



cog 




Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 



■Suit 



' ihf _ 




Enclosures (4) 

Remarks by Senator Oodd, 2-25-65 
Our Heritage of Greatness 
>> U. S. News & World Report, 12-21-64 

tf*- 65 LEB Introduction ^ ✓> o* /7> . f (.>« * 

i^l — 1JIOTE: Corr espondent la u o t-Vikl e n t 'if lable in Daflloa . 
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REt BERNA , S. LEX VS. CLARENCE M. LLET, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C.D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 

VS. CLARENCE M. KELLET, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 

CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 

<•■::,- 



Serially pulled fron this file under court order 
of U.S. District Judge John Levis Smith, Jr. , and 
sent to National Archives. 



1 - Mr, Mohr 

1 - Mr. De Loach 

1 - Mr. Conrad 

1 - Mr. Belmont* 

April I, 1965 I 
BY LIAISOB f 

1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Mai ley 
1 - Mr. McGovan 
1 - Mr. Hi ties 



Honorable Marvin Watson 

Special Assistant to the President 

The White Bouse 

Washington, d. C. 

Dear Mr. Watson i 



</>' 



Enclosed is a sesorandus setting 
forth developments in the FBI's investigation 
of the fatal shooting of Mrs._Viola%iuzzo 
whloh you say wish to bring to the attention" 
of the President* 

The Attorney General has been 

advised. 



Sincerely youra^ 




Xnolosuro 

JWB/pak 
(10> U 






J. s * 




3 




Paduoaht Ky. f 
Uaroh 26, 1969 



Dear Mr* Hoover* 




Mr. <*sp« 
Mr. CaJUh 
Mr* C^rm 
i Mi>CZ ? lt_ 

Mr. T*nl. 
Mr. TmKei 
Tel*. Boon. 

Min Gmncb 



Tlxl n i« the firat letter I have ev*r written » 
man lik« von w t I wri V en * protnihent 



j v I » Z Z written a protnlnem 

3 the hs\ afreet ir'^w! y °v, t0 kn0W h ° W pr ™ d 1 « 
01 tae raat arrest of the four Klanaoen from Birmingham. 

y°Z ^l%l^tll f ^° TeAniz ^ ion and 1 feel that with 
the" atn IZll d ? nt J??" 80 " working together on laws for 
the KLaa that it win some day be a thing of the past. 



Your a Tery truly, 



CO 




Paducah, Ky. 



8, 

I 

( 




4i 4 




t * 



1. 'rtb'l 




April 1, 1965 




b 



I received your letter of March 26th and 
-5 Wttt t0 thank *> r generous remarks concerning 
~our £vestigatioa of the murder o f Mrs, ViobLiuzzo. 
- Twr.coniidence is a source of encouragement for us and 
£mj associates Join me in expressing appreciation. 

ro r» 

*~ Sincerely yours, 

J, Edgar. Horsa 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles^ 
DTP:rsp (3) 
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M n Tolimi 

llr« Bcliaoa*— . 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. DcUacI* — 

Mr- Ca*per 

Mr. Cillahma — 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. frK 

Mr. f *1* 
Mr. 



Mr. ru'livaa. 
Mr, tavrl _ 



Mr. Tr»tt*T — 
Tel*. Room _ 
Mis* H !mc»«. 
Mitt G*ndy_ 
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o re/ 



1 1 y&^S 86$ ' 
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Beaver, Pa. 
March 27, '65 



Dear Mr.- Hoover, 



Your Boys did a tremendous job in nailing 
the four KKK Brethren who killed the Detroit 
woman in Alabama. Thanks, and more power 
to you! The Bureau is presently at its Best. 

Cordially, 




COPY:nm 



V 



***** |J« KlfUMi 




Mr- Tar«l_ 
Mr* Trotter 
Tele Room* 
U\m Holmca 
Miw Gaudy. 
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it 




f - t- , 



or 4f . » 



ro i on . 



AprU I, 1965 




Beaver, Pennsylvania 
Dear 





I mcetved your postal card oi March 27th 



and want to thank you for your generous remarks concerning 
our investigation of the murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo. Your 



confidence Is a source of encouragement for us and my 
associates join me in expressing appreciation. g f 

Sincerely yours,! » 




<5> 





J. NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
DTP:rsp (3) 
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MAC AOOM I 1 TELCTTFC UNIT 



HDERK. BUREAU « WKSNGOTCl 
U. 1 KPMTMENT OF WSTICf 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
APR 2y/ 1065 



FBI MEMPHIS 

— -- j 

720PM CST URGENT 4/2/69 GHC 
TO DIRECTOR , BIRMINGHAM, SELMA 
yiOK MEMPHIS (44-1507) 2P 

EUGENE THOMAS} ET ALj VIOLA LUIZZO DASH VICTIM* 




Mr. Mohr 

Mr. D*r*>i 
Mr. Cuptr — 

Mr* Conrad ~ 
Mr, FH*w^ 
Mr. 
Mr, 
Mr* 

Mr. Ta*4 

Mr. Tr >tt«r. 
Tele Roam.. 




Mtsa Holnw* 
Miss Gftfldj^ 



CR DASH EL 



RE DETROIT TEL TO MEMPHIS APRIL ONE, LAST. 
b©OT3r JULIUS KILLER INTERVIEWED TODAY NASHVILLE, STATES 
FIRST MET VICTIM LUIZZO IM SELMA ABOUT MARCH SEVENTEEN OR 




EIGHTEEN. LAST . WHERE BOTH CAME FOR CIVIL RIGHTS WORK- LUIZZO 
VOLUNTEERED HER SIXTY THREE OLDSMOBILE FOR USE IN TRANSPORTATION 
OF CR WORKERS INCLUDING JttLLER* VICTIM STAYED IN SELMA HOUSING 
PROJECT APARTMENT WITH NEGRO FAMILY* NAME AND ADDRESS UNKNOWN* 
VICTI8 WALKED IN MARCH WHILE HER CAR USED pEXTENSI VELY ON MARCH, ^ y ^ 

O fy\ t «WT n ^piirn*i •** iitr^n a *^rr»r% /in/sun/* r> u * r-» ■ tV/^nt^ *■ i^w x _ » i** a 

MORTON, NEGRO MALE, WITH VICTIM NIGHT OF SLAYING, ALSO USED; Api? 
THIS CAR EXTENSIVELY. 



' t 



VICTIM LAST SEEN 3Y MILLER IN MONTGOMERY MARCH TWENTY FIVE, 
LAST, ABOUT THREE THIRTY T (J FOUR: P.M. UP STAIRS IN DEXTER STREET 



BAPTIST 
S NO 




^ENjAtAQl3lJg8S 



fHERE FAINTING AND ILL VICTIMS OF MARCH RESTING 
fp VICTIM ILL AT THE TIME NOR KNOW IF VICTIM 



7 




PAGE TWO 

EVER TREATED BY DOCTOR WHILE IN ALABAMA. VICTIM PLANNED TO RETURN 
TO DETROIT WITH MILLER IN VICTIM/S CAR, STOPPING EN ROUTE AT 
Mtt.LER/5- HOME IN NASHVILLE* SAME NIGHT VICTIM SLAIN AND 
MILLER- MADE OTHER TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS. MILLER RETURNING TO 
SELMA TODAY. 

ABOVE BEING PLACED ON FD THREE ZERO TWO. AM COPY DETROIT. P. 

END 

WA...ALS... 

FBI WASH DC 
BH...HEP 
FBr BIRMGHAM 

;* • 

SM...MFH 

FBI SELMA ALA 

TUCLRX 
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MftTZS 1965 



* » orncc or oirkct 
fcocpiaw aUHKAU or mvr 

UNITCO STATU OIFARTMINT JUtTTC* 



at£. 



March 27, 1969 



•IIMONT 

M<C 1*PC* _ 
Mft» CALLAHAN 
M*» COM* AO 
Mir. rcL 




». • 



Mil* fANOV 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr* Hoover: 



Heartiest congratulations to you 
and the F. B. L for the remarkable 
achievement of your organization in 
the arrest of the four murderers of 
Mrs* Viola Liuzzo. 



This accomplishment has done more than 
anything I can think of to demonstrate to the 
entire world the high caliber of efficiency of 
the F. B. L This will truly go down in history, 
to your everlasting honor. 

Sincerely, 






-T — r- 




COPYrnm 




(j 



p^yy-. £ ^ <a °i 'iz?** 11 - 1965 




Elmhurat, New York 1137$ 

Dear 




I received your letter of March 27th and want 
to thank you for your interest in writing. 

You may be certain your complimentary comments 
. regarding the work of this Bureau are deeply appreciated, and 
"communications such as yours are a source of great encourage- 
.^nenL ;: I can assure you that all of us in this Bureau will make 
every, effort to merit your continued approval. 



Slncerely^o^F|« 



NOTE: Numexousifeferencesion this iamb'appeat in Buiiles which 
were not reviewed for the purpose of answering this letter. 
DFC:cal /, 
(3) yiM 



Tok 
Hel 
Mohr _ 
'><•!. oocw 

\ltbltq« 

*>1t _ 

; a fe 
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Tavel - 
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United states go* '.rnment 

Memorandum 



TO 



MR. TOLSON 



w- . . Iff _ «~ . » ■ — ..v 4lfek« 
* Tit? 



X - 

1 - 

1 - 

I - 



FROM 11. BELMONT 



0* 



Belmont 
DeLoach 
Rosea 
McGowan . 

DATE: M 



arch 26 , 1965 



SUBJECT: 



UNKNCWM SUBJECTS 

violahLiuzzo :- f victim 

CIVIL RIGHTS: ELECTION LAWS 




Re my memo this morning Instructing Inspector Sullivan at 
Selma to present the facts of this case to Acting Assistant Attorney 
General John Doar for Immediate authority to get complaints and 
warrants against the subjects. Inspector Sullivan advised at 
10:40 a.m. that Acting Assistant Attorney General Doar was working 
on this and the U. S. Commissioner was standing by and our Agents 
were standing by to sign the complaints* I told Sullivan to have 
our stenographers help in Montgomery if it would speed things up. 



At 12:08 p.m. Inspector Sullivan advised the complaints / / 
and warrants were ready. He will send in a teletype with the / ; 
wording of these documents for our Information. / J 

T-f / . - 

At 12:06 p.m. I advised Inspector McGovern in Birmingham* 
to go ahead with the arrests. At 12:25 p.m. Mr. McGovern advised 
that all of the subjects were In custody. Wilklns was arrested 
at 11:07 a.m. in his car on highway 11 which leads to Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama. Thomas was arrested at Lorraine v s Cafe at 11:08. Eaton 
was arrested shortly thereafter at his residence on Route 6 in 
Bessemer. (The above times are Central Standard Time, one hour 

(behind 'is.) There was no difficulty encountered during the arrests 
and Agents will secure search warrants for the homes of Wilkins and 
fhomas. < 



i 




of the subjects will oe arraigned after they have be^j^p 
fingerprinted and processed at the Birmingham Office**- ^ 
arraigned before U. S. Commissioner • Louise Charlton. 

At 12:45 p.m. McGovern was told to go ahead with the arraign- 
ment as soon as the subjects were processed and he should check 
with Inspector Sullivan as to how much bond is recommended by Doar. 
McGovern will advise the Bureau as soon as the subjects have been 
arraigned. I told McGovern and asked him to relay to Inspector 
Sullivan that no comment should be made to the press concerning 
these arrests inasmuch as the President 
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t has mad. the public release. 
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March 31, 1963 



San Diego 2, California 





Mr. Hoover received your letter of 
March 26th and asked me to thank you tor your generous 
remarks concerning this Bureau's Investigation of the 
murder of Mrs. Viola Ltuxso, 

Sincerely yours. 
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Helen W. Gaudy 
Secretary 
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SAM OIICO l.CAUFOtNl* 



T '~" Karen 26, 1965 
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J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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Congratulations upon the excellent work of your department ^ 
in the efficient and rapid apprehension of the persons » Rjfo 
suspected .of. the^prutal killing in Selma, Alabama, of -j.v \U1 
Mrs. Viola Oregg'Liuzzo, a civil rights worker from DetroAJ»tF< 

prcHigan. • /54 

Your agents participating in this arrest were definitely J» 
^wearing the shoes of the department" with honor and gr£ax n[ 

- \i * 
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distinction. 
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REMOBILE -TEL MARCH THREE— ONE, LAST, 
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* SUMMARY TELETYPE. \* 
i\ INVESTIGATION IN EFFORT; TO TRACE ACTIVITIES OF 
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CI ID fTPTO T If MAilT^Aiirtatf a pip a has* nn/>nn«nn a « — ~* ~ _ - 

" ^" nuniuunLni nn&n HHO rnULTUUCU NU AUU111UNAL VLKIMUA1 ION 



OF ACTIVITIES. 



INVESTIGATION TO IDENTIFY AND INTERVIEW KLAN 



PARTICIPANTS IN KLAN MOTORCADE OF MARCH TWO-ONE, LASJ, CONTINUING 

interview$:to date have NOT disclosed any participants in parade, j 
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PAGE TWO. 
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SOME TWENTY INDIVIDUALS WHO RESIDE IN THE 
LAWRENCE STREET AREA IN SELMA, ALABAMA, BETWEEN SELMA AVENUE 
AND JEFF DAVIS AVENUE ALL VIEWED PHOTOGRAPHS OF SUBJECTS AND 
VEHICLE. ALL FAILED TO MAKE ANY INDENTIFICATION OR FURNISH 
ANY INFORMATION PERTINENT TO THIS INVESTIGATION. 

RESULTS OF AUTOPSY. " ~~ ~ 

THE AUTOPSY REPORT WAS TURNED OVER AND SHOWS 
NO FINDINGS WHICH WOULD IN ANY WAY EXPLAIN THE PUNCTURE MARKS 
APPARENTLY MA** BY NEEDLE, WHICH APPEAR IN LIUZZO'S ARM. THE 
MEDICAL EXAMINER IS BEING RECONTACTED AND THIS MATTER WILL 
BE DISCUSSED WITH HIM SPECIFICALLY. 
END 
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FBI WASH DC 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION 



Com mi x - USA , Birmingham 
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I V kOr Offhm Detroit, Michigan 




EUGENE THOMAS ; £t AJL 

VIOLA LIUZZO; Et Al - VICTIMS 




CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAVS 



;RSS!BS3TOS » advises knew Vict in VIOLA LIUZZO as 

ow worker at Sinai Hospital, Detroit, Mich*, ^ T A 

and states VIOLA LIUZZO was psychiatric patient J 
at hospital after dismissal. Result of inter- 
view of SAMUEL LEROY EDMONDSON concerning Victim 
LIUZZO set forth. 

- RUC - 



DETAILS: 
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BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Ooi*. 



April 1, 1955 



* . 



furnished ^!I^!cTlowin2 information oa Orcli 23, LS33: 





va ago, 
Jjiuai Hospital, Detroit . 



/-.TV'Vrir.Kitol*.' 

I : —rins -iiia period, she beca^j acquainted with VICIA LIU^ZO, 

l:o res cjr?Ioyed by Br_ IXDSrjJICK in a te clinical capacity, 
l^g^^T* described VICIA LIUZZO as a v;o^ian of questionable 
character, uho unnecessarily spent a great deal of time nway 



irg^ ae^ iio^o una cnxxaren 



U:s« VIOLA LIUZZO was disnissed from her employment 



^ Cinnl Hospital i a 1£G3. 



stated she xvas not 



-vera o£ complete circumstances surrounding VICIA 
:/:uZZ0'3 dian issal; however, she has heard that 

t Sinai Hospital cane to r:or£ one Earning and 
c^coverci 12k: • klUZSO on a cot in ose of the offices in an 
/;,.t«»;:icat€£ condition and covered vith blood. 



______ stated 7XCL1 LIU320 was adaittcd to Sinai 

..icpital as a psychiatric patient shortly after this dismissal, 
.'.-•s,» LIUZZO subsequently walked av/ay iron the hospital grounds, 
a* tor whici hospital authorities refused to readait her. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Date 4/2/65 



SAMUEL LSSOT KOT0NDS0H7 age IT t advised that his hoie 
ddress is 1612B 16th Avenue North, Nashville Tennessee " 

rently^he is staying la Saginaw $ Michigan, where he is associated 
with the Saginaw Non-Violent Movement which Is headquartered 
at 908 North Fourth Street, Saginaw. For the past two years, 
SBifOitBSON and UOUia J # A. HftUg have traveled and worked together 
in the interest of the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee* 

KDMOIfDSOlf stated that he and LOUIS- J. A- MILLER, arrived 
in Solas, Alabama, about one month before the commencement on 
March 21, 1965, of the civil rights march from Selma to Montgomery, 
Alabama. They remained in Selma and later Montgomery until this 
march was completed. 

EDMONDS ON stated Mrs. VIOLA LIUZZO arrived in Selma 
about nine days prior to the commencement of the march and 
-EDMONDSON and MILLER met her on the day of heir arrival. Mrs. 
LIUZZO, while in Selma, worked out of the March's Headquarters 
at the First Baptist Church and made her automobile available 
for use in running errands, transporting persons and engaging , 
in other pre~march activities. This automobile was a 1963 or 
1964 light blue colored Oldsmobile or Pontiac two-door with 
Michigan license plate. From the day after her arrival: until 
about March 19, 1965, MILLER drove Mrs. LIUZZO 's car and EDMONDSON 
usually rode with, him^ MILLER made the arrangements with- Mrs. 
LIUZZO for the use of the car; Subsequent to March 19, 1965, 
LEROY MOULTON, person who was riding with Mrs. LIUZZO on the 
night she was killed, drove Mrs. LIUZZO 's automobile. 



In Selma, Mrs. LIUZZO worked out of the March's Headquarter 
at the First Baptist Church. EDMONDSON saw her most every day 
but was not directly associated with her. The last time EDMONDSON 
saw Mrs. LIUZZO was about 3:00 P.M. on March 25, 1965, at the 
Dexter Avenue Church, Montgomery. She was accompanied by an 
unknown Negro male and was trying to locate her automobile. Mrs. 
LIUZZO was directed to go to the Graystone Hotel, Montgomery, 
because LEROY MOULTON, who had her car, reportedly was- -there*- 
Mrs. LIUZZO was told to obtain her automobile from MOULTON because 
the latter did not have a driver's license. 
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• . * V 

; %v SDUONOSOir said that DAYS BEY, one of the inarch participants 
who stayed at the Torch Motel, Selma, told hia that subsequent to 
3:00 P.M. on March 25, 1965, he (BEY) saw Mrs. LIUZZO in a tavern 
in Montgomery with an unidentified Negro male. The name and address 
of the tavern was not indicated; however, it was believed to be 
located across from a park. DAVK BEY's home address was unknown 
to KDMONDSON; however, it migi^t be obtained from March records 
maintained at Brown's Chapel in Selma* 

EDMONDSON stated that while In Selma, Mrs. LIUZZO stayed 
with a Negro woman (name unknown) who had an apartment at the George 
Washington Carver Housing Project in Selma. Possibly the apartment 

niinhcii* urn ma Tn onv avant nnO If A DV TiV RAfiA +t v>oo 4 r\<*r% + 
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the same apartment house in that bousing project, kn£w Mrs. LIUZZO 
and would be able to identify the person with whom Mrs. LIUZZO 
stayed. 

EDMONDS ON furnished the following directions by which 
one could locate. the apartment where Mrs. LIUZZO stayed: 

Starting at the First Baptist Church, proceed north 
on Sylvia Street to the alley which marks the south boundry of 
the housing project. There is an apartment house on the northeast 
corner of Sylvia Street and the alley. Proceed east down" the 
alley to the fourth or fifth apartment* It was in one of these 
apartments that Mrs. LIUZZO stayed* 

BDMONDSOK had no knowledge of other places where Mrs, 
LIUZZO may have roomed in the Selma -Montgomery area. Be was 
not aware that Mrs. LIUZZO received any type of medical attention 
and treatment or that she consulted a doctor while in Alabama. 
If she needed such treatment, she most likely would have contacted 
the medical unit and doctors for the march located at the Fix3t 
Baptist Churchy Selma. 
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MOBILE (SBLMA) 


3/31/63 


3/26 - 31/65 



^HXJRNE THOMAS; 
WILLIAM ORVILLB 'BATON; 
COLL IB LRROY ' W ILK I NS ; 
GARY THOMAS *ROWB, JR. ; 
VIOLA^LIUZZO, aka. 
Mrs. Anthony J.* Lluzzo; 
LB ROY JEROME » MOTOR - VICTIMS 



CHAJLACTO OT CASE 



CIVIL RIGHTS - BLBCTIOH LAWS 



REFERENCES : Detroit teletype to Director and Mobile (Selma). 

dated 3/26/65. 

Mobile (Selma) alrtel to Birmingham aid Detroit, 
dated 3/27/65. 
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LEAD 



DETROIT 



AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN 

Will report additional background information being 
secured concerning victim VIOLA LIUZZO. 

ADMTWISTRATIVB : 

Referenced alrtel from Mobile (Selma) to Birmingham 
and Detroit, dated March 27, 1965, requested that the Detroit 
DItIsIos set forth in report form information contained lm 




Co pirns 



5 .*» Bureau 

5 - Mobile (Selma) (44-1245) 

3 - Birmingham 

(1 - USA, Birmingham) 
(1 - DSA Montgomery, Alabama) 

2 - Detroit (44*463) . 
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OS 44-463 



^5!r?JL5 dated torcl1 26 » 19W - ** ch °* the laformatio. 

iJ 1 ^? *» this report is coatalaed la a letterhead *eaoraadu» 
to the Director, dated March 27, 1965, under the captloa of 

MotSl° W *vi U ?iJSi ; * ,rder of Vlola W™ 5 **. 3/25/65; Leroy Jerome 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



om ° u Detroit, Michigan 



1 - USA, Blralaghaa 

I - USA, Moatgoaery, Alabama 

March 31, 1965 

* * i 

44-463 

BUGBRB THOMAS; 
WILLIAM ORVILLR BATON; 
COLL IK LB ROT WILKIHSj 
CART THOMAS ROWS, JR. J 
VIOLA LITOZO; 

LB ROT JEROME MOTOR - VICTIMS 
CIVIL BIGHTS - BLBCTIOR LAVS 



Victia VIOLA LIUZZO arrested by Detroit Police 
Depart «e it, 6/16/64, and charged with "falling 
to eemd children to school**. Victia VIOLA 
LIUZZO stated kept children free school as 
protest against chlldres being peraltted 
to drop out of school at age 16, which victim 
felt should be changed to age 18. The 
victia insisted on pleading guilty to charge 
eves though Detroit Board of Education willing 
to drop aattor. Vict la VIOLA LIUZZO fined 
$50.00 and placed on one year probation* 




DETAILS: 



Detroit Police Department on March 26, 1965, advised that 
VIOLA LIUZZO, 19375 Marlowe, Detroit, Michigan, bora 
on April 11, 1925, was arrested by officers of the Detroit 
•vJ||Alce Departaeat on June 16, 1964, and charged with 

"failing to send children to school**. The arrest card indicated 
that VIOLA VAUBEB LIUZZO of 19375 Ear lowe, Detroit, had been 
a resident of Detroit for IS years prior to Juno 16, 1964, 
.end that she was arrested on June 16, 1964, at 8:45 AM at 

e mdfm a* trntmn 



0 



IS 44-4«3 



365 Schaefer, Detroit, Michigan. VIOLA FAUBBR LIUZZO 
was arrested on Warrant Number 208967 on the complaint of 
Mr. WILLIAM LAKIW, 5057 Woodward, Detroit, Michigan, the 
latter being associated with the Detroit Board of Education. 
The disposition of the arrest was shown as one year probation 
and $50.00 fine. The Court file was Detroit Recorder's Court 
Pile number 208967. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




n.l March 31. 196S 



Detroit Recorder's Court Judge JOSEPH GILL IS 
March 26,1969, stated that he recalled the case concerning 
VIOLA LIUZZO and said he was of the opinion that VIOLA LIUZZO 
was a "professional crusader *\ VIOLA LIUZZO was arrested 



on the conplalnt of Hp. WILLIAM LA KIN, an officer of the 
Detroit Board of Education, and was charged with "failing to 
send children to school**. VIOLA LIUZZO complained at the 
tine she was brought before Judge GILLIS that children in 
the Detroit school system were permitted to drop out of school 
at the age of 16 and that she felt that this was wrong and 
that children should not be permitted to drop out of school 
until reaching the age of 18 and it was for this reason that 
she refused to send her children to school. Judge GILLIS 
stated that he adjourned the case from June 16, 1964, to 
September, 1964, hoping that VIOLA LIUZZO would be able to 
adjust the matter without his aid. Before the case went 
to trial Judge GILLIS received a letter from the Detroit Board 
of Education stating that they did not desire to prosecute. 
Judge GILLIS stated that he was quite willing to drop the 
matter but that VIOLA LIUZZO, represented by an attorney, 
Mr. MC RALLY, whose first name Judge GILLIS did not recall, 
appeared in court in September, 1964, at which time VIOLA LIUZZO 
insisted on entering a plea of guilty. Her plea was accepted 

• iwi a Via +4 w**t.A *RA Art _1 m J _ _ a. j 

■•*•»• auv w«« x iuou <p«#v,u\r auu (iiacau uu uub year pruua i iqo , 

Judge GILLIS stated that after the trial he received information 
from the Probation Department of the Detroit Recorder's 
Court that VIOLA LIUZZO was emotionally disturbed and appeared 
to be on the verge of a nervous breakdown. 
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DB 44-463 



Uncords of tho Detroit Division Indicate that one 
Viorfl liuzzo had addressed a letter to the "Detroit Free Press**, 
a newspaper published daily at Detroit, Michigan, in which VIOLA 
LIUZZO belittled the United States Government's charges against 
JAMBS M. HOFFA, President of the International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters. 



s uiHce. ami 



Michigan 
n March 26, 



Secretary or STate- g or rice, msaiag, mcnigau, 
1965, advised 171 ^ "i " T i 1 I i|' Ml I In I a 1963 Oldsnobilo 
Coupe with 1965 MicETgTnTWfflllTJ 9177, was registered to 
A WHO NT J. LIUZZO at 19375 Marlowe, Detroit, Michigan. This 
TShiclo had Identification Mumber 632M60486. 
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Michigan 
advised SA 
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/-UlO-iieiJ WAS 



Driver's Serrlce Dlrlsloa, 
fflco, on March 26, 1965, 
that Operator's License Eunber 

issued April 16, 1963, to VIOLA LIUZZO, 



born April 11, .1925, residing at 19375 Marlowe, Detroit, 
Michigan. The license described VIOLA LIUZZO as female, 
blond hair, gray eyes, 5* l\ m tall, 127 pounds. 
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REFERENCE : 



Report of ASAC ROBERT G. JENSEN at Birmingham, 
3/30/65. 
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USA at Montgomery, Alabama, and at Birmingham, Alabama; 
however, no dissemination of this report is being made 
until Bureau approval received* 
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Federal bureau of investig^O 



3/29/65 




Photographs of automobile In possession of COLLI? 
ROT WILKINS, JR. , on March 26, 1965, were taken on the 
same date with a Speed Graphic camera using Kodak Tri-X Pan 
Film, Vehicle described as 1958 dark green over light green 
Chevrolet Delray two door sedan, VIH A58F114308, bearing 1965 
Alabama license IB -37863. Vehicle photographed on U. 3. Highway 
11, Bessemer, Alabama. 
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^EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA ^ 
k p— Marcl> 29 » 1965 

. . ^_ ... * * 

Using a Speed Graphic, 4x3 Camera and r 
Tri-X 4x5 Kodak fils, the following individuals were f 
■•*. photographed during the time set forth. In each instance 
•e* ** front, profile and stand-up view were made. I 

1 

12:46 - 12:54 p.m. - COLLIE LEROY WILKINS 
12:54 - 1:01 p.m. - WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON 
1:13 -1:22 p.m. - EUGENE THOMAS 

Negatives 1, 2 and 3 contain photographs of 
COLLIE LEROY WILKINS. 

Negatives 4, 5 and 6 contain photographs of 
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON. 

Negatives 7, 8 and 9 contain photographs of 
EUGENE THOMAS. 
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SLC, Atlanta 



To 



From: Director, FBI 
TOCTT ; nT^7 AGAIKST 

At 1:03 a.m., 3-27-65, tho Surcau recoived a 
brief telephone call from aa unidentified nalo. Ho re- 
fused to cay uhoro he was calling from, hovravcr tho call 
was a Ions distance call, the originating city unknown. 



unidentified malo sounded somewhat intoxicated # 
extremely vindictivo, cpoho with a foroisn dialect and used 
considerable prof anity. AHo csdc several unintelligible 
remarks about Ur3. Viola^Liunso t/I;o vas tilled in Lov/ndcs 
County, Alabama, on TSirbh 23, 1C05. Tuo unidentified caller 
said "they were coins to got Einc tf then hunc up. 

Tho Bureau is notifying United States Secret Service 
Headquarters in Uashinston, D.C. , tho Civil liichts Division 
and tho Internal Security Division of the United States De- 
partment of Justice regarding this Information. Atlanta 
should notify edited States Secret Service in your division 
and: local authorities concerning tho receipt of the above 
information— Ea further action is bo ins taken by tho Bureau. 



KMR: tmt 

j2fVrTE:v*' Above information has been incorporated into a 
letterhead memorandum and is being disseminated to United 
States Secret Service by 0-14i and to John Boar Civil Rights 
Division and J. Walter Yeagley Internal Security Division by 
0-6, 3-30-55* No further action necessary and Division 5 
has been notified teicphonically. sae su^otec Bosew 
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UNSUB; THEEAT AGAINST 
MAST IS LUTHSB KINO 



On March 27, 1969, at It 03 a.n. , a brief tele- 
p bona call was received at the Federal Bureau of Invest 1* 
gation froa an unidentified aale. This Individual re- 
fused, to reveal his identity or where he was calling froi 
It ens dete rained the call was a Ion* distance call but 
the* originating city was not determined- 



Ths unidentified caller sounded as if he was 
under the influence of intoxicants, extremely vindictive, 
spoke with a foreign dialect and used considerable pro- 
fanity. He, made several unintelligible remarks concerning 
Mr s Tlol a Uutto^who was killed on March 25, 1905, at 
Lowndes County, Alabama. The unidentified caller then 
Mid "thsv worn ffoinar to tret Klnir" then hun? uo 



United States Secret Service, the United. States 
Department of Justice and local authorities in the State 
of Alabama have been notified. No further action is being 
taken, in this natter by the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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1-Mr. Conrac, 
1-Mr. Jevons 
1-Mr. Williams 

DATE: 4/2/65 



subject* EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. ; VIOLA GREGG ' 1/ 
LIUZZO, AKA, ; LEROY JEROME MOTON, 
VICTIMS; CR - EL 




Inspector Joseph Sullivan t elephoned this af ternoon and 
requested the appearance of SA^MIHBHB in Montgomery, 
Alabama, on the afternoon of 4/4/65, to be prep ared to tes tify 
fc^s*. before the Grand Jury in this matter on 4/5/65. to / ^ 

m ^':f bring with him the pertinent evidentiary exhibits that we now have ^ ' 
in our possession. 



Inspector Sullivan was advised that^^BBfc would appear in 
Montgomery, Alabama, as requested, to testify before the Giairi Jury 
beginning 4/5/65. 




ACTION: 



For information. 
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M©* Belmoi*- 
1-Mr. Rosen 
1-Mr. McGowan 
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